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Westover Air Force Base

"Home of the 439th Military Airlift Wing"
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Reservists from Westover AFB flew cight mis-
sions to Panama during Operation Just Cause,
The citizen-airmen from Westover airlifted

Less than 24 hours after military operations
began in Panama Dec. 20, 1989, Westover AFB
launched the first of eight missions to the war-
torn country in support of the national effort.

The mission, dubbed "Operation Just Cause,”
came as a final option taken by the Bush ad-
ministration to restore democracy, protect
Americans, protect American interests under the
Canal Treaty and oust Panamanian dictator,
Manuel Noriega,

Woestover’s participation in the largest US.
military operation since the Vietnam War is the
latest in a long list of vivid reminders reflecting

more than 647 tons of cargo and .‘tppmx.imalnl].'

300 troops aboard their C-5A Galaxy during the
height of the invasion.

50 years of proud service to the needs of the
nation.

The dream of having an international airfield
in Chicopee to serve Western Massachusctts
emerged in 1926, during the "roaring Twenties”
and only 23 years after the Wright brothers” first
flight.

The vision of a major Greater Springfield air-
port here was promoted by Anthony J. Stonina,
a young Polish immigrant and first-term
Chicopee alderman.

Faded newspaper accounts from the late 19205
indicate Stonina could not convince local ofii-



ANTHONY [. STONINA

cials of the soundness of his idea to turn the flat
tobacco plains into an airport. Local politicians
said the concept of air travel was too extravagant
for a small industrial city.

When the stock market crashed in the autumn
of 1929, Stonina was three years into his political
career and a mayoral candidate. He won the
electionand tried tosave Chicopee fromslipping
into bankruptcy.

Five years later, Congressional leaders spied
the gathering war clouds in Europe and passed
the Army Air Base Bill, better known as the
"Wilcox Act,” calling for construction of several
air fields deemed vital to the security of the
nation. One major military airficld was to be
located in the Northeast.

In late 1938, General Henry "Hap” Armold be-
came Air Corps chief of staff after his friend,
Major General Oscar Westover, died in a plane
crash. As one of his first acls, Amold recom-
mended the War Department appoint a board of
officers to select sites for the modern airfields
authorized by the Wilcox Act.

By then, Mayor Stonina was in his fourth term
in Chicopee’s city hall.

When he learned of Armold's recommenda-
tion, Stonina fired off a telegram to the Secretary
of War suppesting Chicopee as a suitable site for
the Mortheast Air Base.

In July 1939, a small contingent of officers
visited the Pioncer Valley to tour the Springficld
Airport, where the GeeBee air racers were born,
to examine Bowles Airport in Agawam and to
survey the flat Chicopee lobacco plains which
extended into Ludlow.
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Within only two months, Chicopee was to
garner more interest from the War Depariment.
On September 1, 1939, Nazi forces smashed into
Poland and the European War was ignited.

Stonina was angered by the Nazi invasion of
his native land and rushed to Washington, D.C.
to meet with Arnold and to push for construction
of the Northeast Air Base.

Within only two weeks -- on September 15,
1939 -- the Secretary of War announced that
Chicopee would "become an important link in
the chain of East Coast defense” because the city
had been selected as the site for the Northeast Air
Base.

A short while later, 52,070,918 was allocated by
the War Department to purchase a ¥ 1/2 square-
mile plot for the Northeast Air Base,

On April 6, 1940 — which was designated
“Army Day” — Air Corps officers, state and city
dignitaries and thousands of Greater Springfield
residents gathered for the official dedication
ceremonies. In keeping with the American
military tradition of naming ships, tanks, forts
and airficlds to honor departed heroes, the
Northeast Air Base approved by the Wilcox Act
wias named in honor of Arnold’s pal, Maj. Gen,

MAJ. GEN. OSCAR WESTOVER

Oscar Weslover, the former Army private who
had learned to fly.

Westover was a "-'hfh]b'lll native, born in Bay
City in 1883. He enlisted in the Army in 1901
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and the following year he was accepted at West
Point. He was graduated in 1906 and trained in
California at the School of Musketry at the
Presidio of Montercy before being assigned to
the 14th Infantry Regiment in the Philippines.

In 1911, he returned to the U5 Military
Academy as an instructor in the Department of
Drawing. Following an assignmentin Alaska in
1914, Capt. Westover was again assigned to
West Point in 1916 as an assistant professor in
the Department of Drawing.

During World War I, Westover rose Lo colonel
and was assigned to the Signal Corps and the
Bureau of Aircraft Production. From November
1918 to October 1920 he was acting execulive of
the Air Service.

In his first 20 years of service, Westover — the
musketry soldier/ professor/ planner -- had wit-
nessed a dramatic change in the needs of
America in the Twentieth Century. He had
traveled widely and had seen how modern tech-
nology was revamping tactics and defenses. He
was determined to learn all he could about avia-
tion.

At age 38 and back to his permanent rank of
major, Oscar Weslover enrolled in the Balloon
School at Omaha, Nebraska., After graduation,
he enrolled in the Airship School at Langley
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General Weslover, and his crew chief, TSgt
Samuel Hymes, were killed when the general’s
Northrup A-17 attack plane crashed near Bur-
bank, Calif., on Sept. 21, 1938.
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Field, Virginia, graduating in April 1922, Fight

maonths later, he entered the Air Corps Primary
Flying School at Brooks Field, Texas, graduating — 1 a IL e
in June. By 1923 he had graduated from Ad-

vanced Flying School and was made com- ﬂpﬂ.{_{.dﬁ;lﬁitﬂ
mander of Langley Field. O L
In 1926 he entered the Air Corps Tactical ’
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School and, two years later, the Command and '(_"\
General Staff School at Fort Leavenworth, Kan- - Rrckard . S
sas. After graduation, he stayed on at the school ! fobirlyl Al

as an instructor and chief of the Air Corps sec-
lion.

In 1930, he was ﬁnn!l}' promoted to licutenant
colonel, the temporary rank he had held a dozen ('_‘Tﬂ Tonn
vears earlier during the war. Eutra

By 1932, Westover was a brigadier general
and assistant chief of the Air Corps. He was
promoted to major general on Christmas Eve
1936 and designated Chief of the Air Corps.
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While the winds of war fanned through
Europe, the steel skeletons of airplane hangars
rose quickly from the tobacco fields of

Happy 50th Anniversary
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Palmer, MA

Chicopee and Ludlow as the Army began the
hurried construction of its major Northeast
Military Airbase.
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KI' duty was part of the daily routine for the
first Army personnel stationed at Westover
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missions.

OUn Seplember 21, 1938, Westover and his crew
chief, Sgt. Sam Hymes, were killed after their
plane backfired and exploded while landing at
the Lockheed Aircraft Corp. ficld in Burbank,
California.

Fifteen months later, Westover's former assis-
tant, "Hap"” Arnold, announced that the modern
super-airbase under construction in Mas-
sachusetts would be named in honor of the
visionary pilot who had guided the concept of
long-range airpower.

First unit assigned

Construction of Westover Field bepan quickly
and the building pace soon became hectic. The
field was dedicated April 6, 1940, and 18 B-18A
Bolo bombers from Mitchel Field, N.Y., and
Selfridge Ficld, Mich,, flew over the tobacco
plains in salute.

The first unit assigned to the base was the 10th
Signal Detachment. Soldiers from Alabama and
Fort Devens were assigned to the base and the
26th Air Base Group. Within a year there were
more than a hundred buildings on the base, near-
ly 3,000 troops dozen miles of roadway.,
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The base was officially accepted by the Army
Air Corps in June 1941 and on June 10 five B-17s
fAew over Springfield and landed at Westover
Field. One of the B-17 crew members was Maj.
Curtis E. LeMay, who later moved his family to
Holyoke.

That same month, London was being bombed
severcly and many in the War Department
thought England would not survived the ex-
pected Nazi invasion. Many believed America
would be drawn into the war and that battles
would be fought from bases such as Westover.

In July 1941, Maj. Gen. "Hap" Arnold visited

Westover and waltched bombing runs by B-17s.
In November, the first B-24s arrived at the base
and began Atlantic patrals to watch for German
U-boats stalking Lend-Lease convoys to Britain.

The day after the Japanese navy struck Pearl
Harbor, there were hundreds of service volun-
teers arriving at Westover's pates. The base was
closed to the public and preparations were made
for war.

Anti-submarine warfare remained the most
impartant early mission, but as the German ad-
vances slowed, another role was assigned to the
base - aircrew training.
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When World War II ended in 1945, returning and received their "final free ride” to the base
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During World War II, German prisoners of war
were interned at Westover. The POWs were

assigned KI' duties and planted many of the
trees which are now located on the base.
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Children in West Berlin await another "Liltle

Viltles” candy drop as a C-54 approaches
Templehof.

Thousands of young men arrived at Westover
from the many technical schools turning out fresh
pilots, navigators, bombardiers, radio operators
and aerial gunners. Westover’s mess halls stayed
open 24 hours a day to accommodate the new
trainees. At Westover Field, more than 7,000
aircrews were molded. From Westover, then the
l0-man crews deployed - mostly to England — to
be part of the war against Germany.

Fighter pilots also trained at Westover belore
being assigned Lo Europe.

The whole process was nearly reversed when
the war ended. The base became a major separa-
tion center for the thousands of men returning
home after V-E Day.

The Berlin Alrlift

The next major mission of Weslover was as the
East Coast hub for the Air Transport Service,
which later became the Military Air Transport
Service and eventually the Military Airlift Com-
mand. During the next nine years, more than
900,000 passengers departed Westover for

LINIVEAS AL
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LASTQUITTLES FLIGHT
TO BERLIN
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e nearly two million tons of food shich

A C-54, silli;lg ﬂnthu l:n.'.'u: at Templehof Air- airlift th

port in Berlin, signaled the end of the Berlin kept West Berlin alive after it was blockaded by

Airlift.  Weslover cargo airplanes played a the Russians.

major role in "Operation Vittles," helping to

E“TDPE' 2 : A Commgdete Transporiation 4 1A-RIZ-4TES
Themajor eventof the MATS era was the Berlin Service |- -

Airlift in 1948. Westover became the US. hub for
the whole airlift operation. "Operation Vittles™
began after the Soviets blockaded the Allied por-
tion of Berlin on June 24, 1948, General Curlis
LeMay was the head of U.S. Air Forees Europe
and he initiated the airlift on June 27, 1948,
Greater Springficld communities soon became
involved after a Westover pilot, Capt. Gail S. SRANERRD FINM PR L L SRl o
Halvorsen, began dropping candy to children i i
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In 1950, Weslover celebrated its 10th anniver-
sary with an airshow, Throngs of spectalors

outside Templehof airficld in West Berlin. School
children in Chicopee and Springfield began tying
tiny parachutes to candy bars and rolls of sweets
to be-carried from Westover to Berlin.

When the blockade was finally over, and the
airlift ended officially on September 1, 1949, the
mission statistics were staggering. In 432 days,
the Allies had spent more than $300 million, lost
72 people, including 35 Americans, to make the
276,962 flights into Berlin to deliver 2,323,067
tons of coal, food, and supplies.

The huge C-5As assigned today to Westover
AFB could have conducted the entire airlift with
only 23,230 flights.

During the Korcan War, Westover AFD be-
came both a major center for many of the 118,000
individual Air Force Reserve members recalled
to active duty and a major medical center for
casualties.

The first of the Korean War wounded arrived
at Westover in the summer of 1950. After the
Peoples Republic of China entered the war,
Westover's hospital treated more than 2,500
casualties in December 1950.
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Weslover’s99th Bombardment Wing --aunit of
the Strategic Air Command -- flew B-52s oul of
Westover and played a key role in the national
stralegy of nuclear deterrence, Weslover muni-

lions crews used simulated nuclear devices like
the ones pictured above, in drills which tested
their ability to rapidly arm the B-52s.
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Blaring Klaxons would summon Westover B-52
alert crews on a moment's notice to the armed

and r-:nd} SAL aircraft along the hm.nﬁ
flightline,
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SAC comes to Westover

The Korean War and detection of the Soviel
capability for nuclear and hydrogen weapons
increased "Cold War” tensions in the Fifties.
President Dwight D. Eisenhower decided on a
"New Look” strategy of massive nuclear retalia-
tion if the Soviet Union used nuclear weapons.
He turned to Gen. Curtis LeMay and the
Strategic Air Command to provide the response
to any Soviet threat.

Westover AFB was released from MATS and
turned over to LeMay's SAC in the mid-Fifties.
The first B-52 of the 99th Bombardment Wing
arrived at Westover AFB in September 1956,

For the next 18 years, Westover was world
famous as a SAC base for thousands of aircrews
flying B-52s, KC-97s and KC-135s.

Also assigned to the base during the SAC era

were F-86s of the 337th Fighter Interzeptor
Squadron which were based at Westover to
destroy Soviet bombers attacking New England,
The Sabres were later replaced by sleck F-104
Starfighters and F-106s. Also assigned to Wes-
tover were B-37s which were used to simulate
Soviet aircraft during alert exercises.

The "Molehole, which is now a dvilian avia-
tion terminal in the Westover Air Park section of
the base, was the alert shack for B-52 crews. For
almost two decades, armed and fueled B-52s
stood outside on the "Christmas Tree” ramp
awaiting the alert signal.

Besides expansion of base facilities, SAC dug
400 feetinto Mount Holyoke to build asecondary
headquarters known as "The Notch.” An Air
Force regional hospital was opened on base and
also provided trauma treatment services for local
hospitals.
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Westover's base hospital served as a repatria-
tion and treatment center in 1973 for American
servicemen held prisoner in North Vietnam.

The aerial refucling capability of Westover's
KC-135 tankers gave global range to the B-32
bomber.

The 1958 crash shortly after take-off of a four-
engine jet tanker on the Massachusetts Turnpike
took the lives of 15 aewmen and journalists in

Media interest in the returning herves - some
of whom had spent years in brutal captivity -
was keen.

Westover's worst catastrophe.

In 1957 when the U-2 spy plan was super-
secret, Westover became the home of the 8th
Reconnaissance Technical Squadron. Its
photographic laboralory developed reconnais-
sance film which went directly to the Pentagon
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Five members of the 384th Aerial Refueling
Squadron pose before the final flight of a KC-97
tanker from Westover in 1965. The squadron
flew the air-to-air refueling tankers out of the
base for a decade.

and White House,

The first U-2 film of Russian missiles in Cuba
passed through Westover on the way to Kodak
laboratories in Rochester, N.Y. Subsequently,
while the world held its breath during the Cuban
Missile Crisis of October 1962, Soviet ships ap-
proaching Cuba were tracked in “the Noich” as
SAC's B-52s were put in the highest state of alert
in the command’s history.

Weslover's B-52s finally went to war in Viet-
nam during the late Sixties and early Seventies.
Used as tactical bombers with conventional “iron
bombs,” the B-525 of the 99th Bomb Wing were
sent toSoutheast Asian bases on six-month tours.

The war in Vietnam also brought thousands of
protesters to the gates of Westover. Alfler the
mvasion of Cambodia in 1970 the protests esca-
lated as the majority of Americans turned against
the war. In one day, more than 700 protesters
were arresled in Chicopee by city paolice.

We've come to eclebrate

50 years of flying in Chicopee

CONGRATULATIONS
WESTOVER AFB!!

Yisit the Chicopee Centennial
booth to purchase your official
Chicopee-Westover Souvenirs.

Souvenirs also available weckdays at
the Chicopee Centenninl Office in
City Ilall.

Upcoming: Glenn Miller Band, Aug. 18,
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Westover C-5As have flown several relief mis- bound for a warehouse in Kingston, The island
sions to many parts of the world since their nation had been devastated by Hurricane Gil-
arrival here in October, 1987, Jamaican Defense bert in 1988, Aircraft from Westover flew four

Forces unload pallets onto military trucks relief supply missions to the island.



As the war in Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos
was winding down, the Defense Department
made major culs at many bases. Westover was
one of the hardest hit. Eighth Air Force head-
quarters had left Westover and soon the 57th Air
Division and 99th Bomb Win £ were gone.

AFRES takes over

The base was turned over to the Air Force
Reserve on April 1, 1974, Following the depar-
ture of the last active-duty unit, the 439th Tac-
tical Airlift Wing was reactivated and assi gned
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The 439th Tactical Airlift Wing, descended ICE CREAM i
from the 439th Troop Carrier Wing of Waorld =, * NOVELTHES
War Il fame, turned Westover into a C-123 and Todan CXvoancrs s Trane
C-130 base in 1974, The 439th Troop Carrier -EESTALHUHTS mw:m:w
Wing had won battle laurels resupplying the Ryl T VANREY.
besieged but defiant 101st Airborne Division at gk FLAYORS
Bastogne in Jate 1944 durin 5 Battle of the Bulge, CORNER WILBRAHAM RD. & BRECKWOOD BLVD,

For 13 years the C-130 Hercules, the four-tur. SPRINGFIELD, MA.

boprop tactical cargo-haulin g workhorse of the
439th MAW flew out of Westover. By the carly
1980s Westover was exclusively a Hercules
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The B-52, the backbone of national strategic Stralofortress aircraft are still on duty loday,

deterrence, has entered ils fifth decade of ser- flying threughout the world. Built by Boeing,
vice. The B-52 first flew in 1954 and the B-52 has a wingspan of 185 feel.
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base with the deactivation of the C-123
Providers and C-124 Globemasters.

The Hercules became a familiar sight in New
England skics as the Reserve air crews trained
in low-level flying, medical evacuation, aerial
supply of ground forces, troop drops and other
tasks.

The training paid off in 1979 when Westover
crews helped evacuate 150 American civilians
caught up in a coup attempt in Bolivia. Each
year from 1978 to 1987 the 439th Wing
deployed aireraft to Howard Air Base in
Panama for a month of aerial resupply of
American embassics and other facilities
throughout Central and South America.

The era of the C-5 Galaxy, the largest aircraft
in the Free World, began at Westover in 1987
with the arrival of the first of 16 of massive
planes.

Members of the 439th MAW flew aboard
C-5A Galaxies that first year to Hoduf and
Dahrain, Saudi Arabia; Manama, Bahrain; Inch
‘on, Korea; Tel Aviv, Israel; Adana, Turkey;
Yakota, Japan; Cabanatuan, Philippines;
Catania, Trieste, Aviano and Sicil v, Italy; Cadiz,
Rota, and Madrid, Spain; Sondre, Stromfjord,
Green land; Keflavik, Ieeland; Frankfurt and
Ramstein, Germany; Guam; Brussels: Belgium;
Rotterdam and Amsterdam, Holland; Milden-
hall, England; Bermuda; Honduras; Panama;

e
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San Juan, Puerlo Rico; Hono lulu, Hawaii;
Anchorage and Fairbanks, Alaska; and in
Canada to Trenton and Toronto, Ontario,

Halifax and Yarmouth, Nova Scotia; St. John,
New Brunswick; Goose Bay, Labrador; Alberta,
and Quebec.

Across the country that year, Westover's
Galaxies flew missions to Delaware, Florida,
North and South Carolina, Georgia, Virgin ia,
Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio,_ Indiana,
Michigan, Mississippi, Nebraska, Oklahoma,
Wisconsin, Montana, California, Oregon,

Washington, New Mexico, Rhode Island, New
Hampshire and Texas.

Capableof carrying the equivalentof six buses
at 520 mph, the Galaxy gave Weslover a global
role. Westover C-5s have been part of headline
making news slories. In 1988, they transported
U.N. peacekeeping forces to Turkey to supervise
the Iran-Iraq cease fire and carried Navy sup-
plies to the Persian Gulf. Westover Galaxies were
on duty for missions of mercy when an
earthquake devastated Armenia, and also
transported firefighting equipment during the

f

PROVIDENCE HOSPITAL:
COMMUNITY HEALTH AGENDA

Providence Hospital bas a number of Outreach programs Jor

the cammunily.
ubole area:

Glucose Screcning,

Second Thursday of Each Month,

B io 10 am. Auditorivm

Mary Eflen Strzempke, RN, 5392918

Diabetic Teaching Program,
Free Monthly Series

Meets Each Friday

= pro., Conference Room

sarv Ellen Strzempho, AN, $39-2918

Arthritis Lecturcs,

Free, Second Friday Of

Fach Month, A pm.
Auditurium, New Tupic

and Subject Each Month,
Shankar Garg M D, 539-2915

e following are programs of inlerest lo the

Free Blood Pressure Test,
Each Wednesday,

Qo 11 s.m, Hospitsl Lobby
sike Burke, §39 2467

American Back School,

Conference Room,

How o Protect Yourself
With Technigue.

Sue Saya, 5392454

Cardiac Rehabilitation,
Kecping Heart Fatlents

From Recutront Problome,
sMonaday, Wednesday. Friday,
§0 2 e poon, o 2 pm
Rucsm §160,

Sysan Clopion, B34 2454
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A 439th Mlltl:arjl' Airlift Wing C-5A takes off
over an AFRES C-130 parked on Weslover's

ramp. In the background, Weslover snow
removal equipment clears the runway.
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summer blaze at Yellowstone National Park.

A Westover C-5A flew electrical repair crews
and equipment to Jamaica in October, 1988 in the
wake of Hurricane Gilbert. When Hurricane
Hugo struck the Caribbean and southeastern
U.S. in September, 1989, the 439th MAW had
three Galaxies winging to the hardest hit areas
within 36 hours. Westover crews flew relief sup-
plies to Charleston, S.C.,, Puerto Rico and 5t
Croix in the LLS. Virgin Islands. The first Galaxy
into St. Croix evacuated 61 refugees to MacDill
AFB in Florida.

Operation Just Cause, the December, 1989

military action that overthrew Panamanian
strongman Manuel Noriega, was a textbook ex-
ample of the Reserve and aclive duty "Total
Force” team concepl.

Westover's Air Force Reserve aircrews and
support units responded on short notice, flying
cight missions to Howard Air Base, Panama.
Between Dec. 20 and Jan, 2, Westover crews
transported a total of 647 tons of cargo to the
Central American country. This included the
transportation of 82nd Airborne and 7th Infantry
Division troops and Marine Corps armored
vehicles to the combat zone.
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A C-5A Galaxy, assigned to the 439th Military
Airlift Wing at Westover Air Force Base, swal-
lows a long line of Army vehicles during a
training exercise. The C-5As, which were as-
signed to the base in1987, are the largest planes

in the Free World with a maximum gross
takeoff weight of 769,000 pounds. Westaver
planes fly world-wide missions in support of
U.5. military efforts every week.
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The P-47 Thunderbolt, built by Republic Avia-
tion Corporation during World War 11, was
touted as one of the best fighter planes of the
war. It was not only the largest and heaviest
single-engine, single-seater built during the
war, it was also an outstanding combat plane.

No less than 15,683 of the planes came off the
assembly line (the highest of any American
fighter in the course of the war). The Thunder.
bolts were assigned to Westover AFB for 3
while. The pholo at boltom shows two of the
planes sitting on a grass runway at Westover.
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A fleet of KC-97 refueling lankers was assigned
to the 384th AREFS at Westover from 19356 until |
1966. The big planes, powered by four
reciprocating engines, were in service with the
Air Mational Guard until the mid 1970°s.
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WESTOVER

Man, Base
and Mission

A 1460-page history of Weslover AFB and the iImportant pe-n{:la
and alrcraft which made the base so famous. More than 130
pholographs detailing the origins of Westover Field - the life of
avialion picneer Oscar Westover - rapid construction of the
Sl.lﬁ'ﬂf-ﬂi s& - World Warll operations -the Norden bombsight
- the Berlin Airlift - Korean War changes - Ma Manning's -
mission of SAC's nuclear bombers - the Cuban Missile Crisis -
Vielnam War missions and prolests - POW homecoming - the
Alr Force Reserve concept - Strategic Alllift by C-5A Galaxies
- Weslover's involvement in the invasion of Panama

AVAILABLE AT THE AIR SHOW AND BOOKSTORES §19.95

The Galaxy Community Councilhas proudly supported the golden
anniversary of Westover Air Force Base by providing two important
historical works — Fifty Years at Westover and WESTOVER
Man, Base and Mission. Proceeds from the sale of the video and
book will sponsor anniversary events at the base.

FiftyYearsat Westover

A historical one-hour VHS documentary about one of the
U.5. Alr Force's most prestiglous Air Bases.

Featuring never seen before footage of
Westoverand Westover missions.

by Why was the base built In Chicopee?
L nd Waptuver intlens. Whot were Wesltover's missions during:
* World Warlll
RS * The Berlin Alflif
: :—;-;EE_..::;—.T"“_ * The Cold War
RS * Vietnam

Why was the base so top secrel?
How did Westover change the local area?
What [s Westover's future?




AIRSHOW SPECIAL

$2’ OFE WESTOVER
Man, Base and Mission

- $2 OFF

Adldress_
Ciry Stae 2ip

Accepled by

ffer vatid fuly 27, 28, 2% ar the airshow, Above mus! be filled out Io be valid,

The Galaxy Community Council has proudly supported the
golden anniversary of Westover Air Force Base by providing two

important historical works — Fifty Years at Westover and
WESTOVER Man, Base and Mission. Proceeds from the sale
of the video and book will sponsor anniversary events at the base.

CarLioN

AIRSHOW SPECIAL

$ 2 OFE Fifty Years at Westover

VHS video
. ~ S2O0FF
Address - E
City State _Fip
Accrpted by

Offer valid Jaly 27, 28. 29 ar the airshow, Ahove mutt be filled out 1o be valid
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4th Alanrce Flylng Tigers’

In the annals of military flight, few emblems are as dramatic and widely recognized as the
menacing shark's teeth on the fu selage of World War Il American Volunteer Grou p which
foughts in China.

Legend has it that the fearsome razor teeth were painted on the aircraft by American
volunteers In China in the belief that Japanese enemy pilots had a superstitious dread of the
shark.The American fighter pilots gave the ene my reason tofear the shark-nose Curtiss P-40s,
After their first air battle with the Japanese over Kunming in 1941, the Chinese dubbed the
American Volunteer Group the Flying Tigers.

Westover's 438th Military Airlift Wing shares the lineage of the Flying Tigers who prowled
the skies of China. The 435th is one of six win gs which ferm the modern day 14th Air Force,
descended from the original Flying Tigers of China fame.

The 14th Alr Force insignia features a winged tiger, teeth bared and claws aggressively
outstretched, which was{irst worn onthe leather{ light jackets of the World War Il fi ghter pilots.

The 14th was founded in China in 1943 under the legendary Maj. Gen, Claire L. Chennault,
The unit incorporated General Chennaullt's Flying Tiger American Volunteer Grou p, made up
of former Army Air Force, Navy and Marine fighter pilots who tangled with the Japanese in
China for five months befare Pearl Harbor.

After 1943, the 14th Air Force expanded from fighter aircraft to medium and heavy bombe rs,
which preyed on Japanese aircraft, ground ferces and South China Sea shippin g.

Galaxy Community Council
WESTOVER AIR FORCE RASE

salutes the major sponsors and contributors who made
the 50th anniversary celebration possible,

Aerospace Techniques, Inc.
Holyoke Hospital
Ludlow Savings Bank
MassMutual
Titeflex
BFI
Channel 22 WWLP-TV
Sentry Uniform and Cleaners
Melha Shriners Temple
Westover Job Corps
Northampton Brewery
Spalding
Berkshira Mountain /ML Stream Spring Waler
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Weslover, with a main runway stretching more
than two miles in length, is an emergency land-
ing site for the Space Shultle. The base fire
department’s rescue vehicles equipment carry

=)

we can help you

CHICOPEE SAVINGS

FAgrrber FOHT
5594-5692

special tools with which the orbiter mu!d_bn
opened in the event of an emergency landing
here.

Happy
Birthday

WESTOVER
AIR FORCE
BASE!




The Lockheed-built C-130 Hercules, remains
the backbone of the Air Force's tacteal air-
lifters. The C-130 is capable of carrying more

than 35,000 pounds of cargo or 92 combat
troops. Until 1987, 16 of the sturdy aircraft
were assigned Lo Westover,

INING DEPOT

= e T T =
Your hoste Moy ?ﬁi—iﬂ E;B.ﬂ"'i
The Bernashe Family 2

OVER 100 YEARS

. HELPING AMERICA

AMPAD PUT IT ON PAPER

Nobody
does it better
when it comes to

-Service

banking.
BayBank

Member FTIC




This is what Westover Air Force Base looked rncks._Thf: water lower that stands on Hangar
like in 1941. The wooden buildings were bar-  Road is still in use.
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U.S'AIR FORCE W\

C-124 Giobemaster I1 aircraft like the one pic- Westover's runway, the C-124 was a real
tured above were based at Westover for more workhorse in the Air Force’s cargo transport
than 20 years. Although considerably smaller flect.

than the C-5A Galaxies which now line
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The airplane shown here isa Douglas B-18. The Obsolele as a bomber when the war broke out,
craft landed here on Qct. 10, 1940 from Langley it was used mainly as a utility plane by the
Ficld, Va. for Westover's opening ceremonies. Army Air Corps.

In memory of

Commander
Doyle W. “Bud Lynn




C-123 Providers, 15 in a row, get ready to lake at Westover from 1973 to 1981. Capable of
off during a training exercise on the ramp at carrying 15,000 pounds of cargo or 60 fully

Westover. The Providers, which did yeoman's equipped troops, the plane had a top speed of
work during the Vietnam War, were stationed 230 miles per hour.
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Westover Field was a major training base for

B-24 and B-17 crews headed for action in Europe
during the early 1940s. Shown above is a crew
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standing along side their B-24. The Liberator
was one of the country’s mainstay bombers
during the war in Europe.

CHILOREN'S BOOKS o
LOTTERY TICKETS _
& GAEETING CARDS i
3 TRAVEL GUIDES
LR MAWEALS

PAF[RQRIRY
EipAmiL

L '
B e L R e L

e e L

S AR
b e A S S

e

"'"':_-:_-F:‘-;E;-;-;e:—:tt-.‘i.'f;-:;c::ﬂi:-.-nm:-‘:‘?...-_-.-.-u:-:-..-'.q:-.-.-_-_-F:-_-_-.-..-.-.-.-.-.

1485 Memarial Dirlve
Caicepet « 533-8283

A
e

|_.' .
e O S R



A promise 1o sacrifice free time so freedom remains real for the rest of us.

A promise to remember that duty comes first.

A promise to acknowledge that some insurance has two wings, a pilot
and flies several miles above the surface of the earth,

A promise to remember that liberty can only be insured with hard work and vigilance,

MassMutual salutes Westover Airforce Base during their 50th Anniversary, ‘m’

MassMutual

We help you keep your promises.
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The B-17 Flying Fortress (above) was a familiar
sight at Westover during the early 1940s, Crews
heading for the war in Europe trained here on
heavy bombers. Below is a B-26 which entered
the Air Corps late in the war. At war's end,

T ——

Westover was being converted to a B-26 base.
Later the planes were redesignated A-26s and

were used as gunships during the Vietnam
War.
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PONTIAC

P The most fun the weather wil
afiows. That's how it goes when you're
behind the wheel of Pontiac’s radical
ragtop, the Sunbird* LE Convertible.
Its sporty exterior excites your eyes.
Its driver-oriented interior tempts your
senses with precision control, Whils the
power of its cverhead cam fueHnected
enging drives the massage home —this 4
i Pontiac excitement asserting itsel
WEST%HM MASSACHUSETTS insidr and out ... on any road you choose.
And once you pop the fop, you won'T
P ”ﬂﬂﬂ DEALERS need a weatherman to know which
BUAKE-WHITAKER  BOB PION PONTIAC way the wind blows.
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| urs 8n extra ol dr
Noehampien REGENCY PONTIAC excitemend, i3 ca¢s open for bsipess
FEDOR PONTIAC Wastfiald See your Pontinc dealer nove And touch

DON LORENZ, INC.  Palmer VPDNTIAC

Greenfiel UMIVERSITY MOTORS WE_B W
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Springleld




