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Airman’s ‘field of dreams’
sprang from seeds of war

By DAVID LaCHANCE

he air was heavy with the threat of glob-

al war on the morning of April 6, 1940,

when dignitaries gathered at what had

been tobacco fields in Chicopee to dedi-
¢ new airfield built for the defense of the
nation.

The Northeast Air Base, later renamed Wes-
tover Field and finally Westover Air Force
Base. was to shield the East Coast from the Nazi
forces that had already laid waste to much of
Eurape.

Although the propeller-driven, twin-engine
bombers that first touched down at Westover
seem quaint antiques in comparison with the
monstrous C-5A Galaxy cargo jets that now call

R F
al

the runway home, the base's mission has re-
mained unchanged in the passage of 50 years: to
keep the pation prepared for war.

From its role as a training station first for
fighter then for bomber pilots during World War
I1, through its involvement in the Berlin airlift
of 1948, and its Cold War glory days as a home
of the B-52 Stratofortresses ready to carry
atomic bombs into the heart of the Soviet Union,
Westover has had a lead role to play.

Today, the air base is the home of the 439th
Military Airlift Wing of the U.S. Air Force He-
serve, and its mission of “strategic airlift” —
the transportation of cargoes ranging from M-60
tanks to food, clothing and equipment for disas-
ter relief operations.

Westover’s pre-history begins in the mid-

Continued on Page W-2
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In war and peace, Westover always ready
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1920s, with a Polish immigrant
named Anthony J. Stonina.

For Stonina, a first-term alder-
man, the tobacco flats of Chicopee
Falls were a field of dreams. Ston-
ina believed that the land would be
an ideal spot for an airport, but
could not sell his colleagues on the
idea,

Twelve years later, war had
broken out in Europe, the federal
government was looking for a site
for a major air base for the North-
east, and Stonina was in the
mayor’'s office.

The mayor, sickened by the
Nazi invasion of his native coun-
try, wired the secretary of war,
urging that the Chicopee site be
considered. On Sept. 15, 1939, the
choice was made, and Stonina's
place in Chicopee history as “the
father of Westover” was secured.

On Dec. 1, 1938, the base was
renamed in honor nf the first chief
of the Army Air Corps, Maj. Gen,
Oscar Westover, who had died the

previous vear in an airplane erash
near the Lockheed aircraft factory

in Burbank, Calif.

With the United States’ involve-
ment in the war, Westover became
a school for fighter pilots and
bomber erews. P-47 Thunderbolts,
B-17 Flying Fortresses, B-24 Lib-
crators and B-26 Marauders joined
the batile in the Atlantic and Pa-
cific theaters, with pilots and
crews assembled and trained in
Chicopee.

Westover was also one of the
few secure locations where the
Norden bombsight, the Allied tech-
nological breakthrough that al-
lowed more accurate targeting,
was installed in B-17s.

With the ending of World War 11
and the drawing of the Iron Cur-
tain in Europe, Westover and the
newly-formed Military Air Trans-
port Service had a new role to
play in breaking the Soviet block-
ade of West Berlin.

Cargo planes left the runways of
Westover laden with tons of food,
fuel and other wvital supplies for
the two million inhabitants of the
blockaded city; at the peak of the
effort, planes landed on WesL Ber-
lin runways every 1% minutes.
In the 327 days of the blockade,
the four-engined C-54s assigned to
Operation Vittles shuttled nearly
18 million tons of supplies across
the Atlantic.

The Korean War again brought

ANTHONY J. STONINA

prominence to Westover, as cargo
aircraft ferried troops and sup-
plies to Southeast Asia, and re-
turned with thousands of wounded
who were treated at Westover's
base hospital or sent on to other
medical facilities. G
The ground-shaking rumble of
the eight jet engines of a B-52
bomber announced a new incarna-
tion for Westover in the mid-
13505, as a Strategic Air Com-
mand base and the home of the
Eighth Air Force. The main run-
way was lengthened to 11,600 feet,

or more than two miles, to acco-
mmodate the free world’s front
line bomber.

Stratofortresses of the 99th
Bombardment Wing were joined
by KC-135 Stratotankers, [lying
fuel depots that could extend the
big bomber's range. The bombers’
nuclear arsenal was stored at
Stony Brook Air Station in subter-
ranean concrete vaults built total-
ly within Westover's approxinate
4,500 acres.

A highly classified command
post — from which all Eighth AF
bombers, or, if necessary, all Stra-
tegic Air Command planes —
could be controlled if Westover, or
SAC Headquarters in Omaha,
Neb,, were hit by atomic bombs —
was blasted out of the side of the
Mount Holyoke range, six miles
east of Westover in south Am-
herst.

With the nation's growing invel-
vement in the Vietnam War, Wes-
tover grew into the largest SAC
base in the eastern United States,
with more than 10,000 active duty
personnel, 7,000 civilian employ-
ees, and more than 11,000 depen-
dents,

Westover’s role remained train-
ing and preparedness until 1967,
when the 35 B-52s of the 99th were
assigned for war over Southeast
Asia. Flying from the island of
Guam and from Thailand, the
bombers made more than 3,600
runs to North Vietnam targets in
their six months of duty.

Westover's B-52s returned to

BEARS NAME — On Dee. 1,1939, the Northeast Air Base in Chico-
pee was renamed in honor of the first chief of the Army Air Corps,
Maj. Gen, Oscar Westover, shown here in 1936,

Vietnam in 1972 to take part in
the continuous bombing of Hanoi
and Haiphong. The formal cease-
fire that ended the war was
reached less than a month after
the bombing was halted.

The end of the war in Vietnam
brought with it an end to Wes-
tover's service as an active duty
base, The 99th Bombardment
Wing was deactivated in 1974, and
SAC turned the base over to the
Air Force Reserve.

The 439th Tactical Airlift Wing
brought with it 16 C-130 Hercules
turboprop transport planes, each
capable of delivering 35,000
pounds of cargo. But the C-130
was designed to take off and land
on as little as 2,000 feet of run-
way, and Westover's 11,600-foot
ribbon of Tarmac seemed to point
toward a bigger future.

That future arrived three years
ago, on the wings of the C-5A Gal-
axy. Sixteen of the behemoths, the
western world's largest aircraft,
were assigned Lo the 439th, which
was rechristened as a Military
Airlift Wing to reflect its new role
as a global transport hub.

Describing the giant C-5A re-
quires a vocabulary of superla-
tives. Each can carry oversized
Ioads no other craft could swal-
low, such as two M-60 tanks, or
three CH-47 Chinook helicopters.
The C-5A"s cavernous hold is large
enough to carry six Greyhound
buses, 48 Cadillacs, 100 Volkswa-
gen Beetles, or 25,844,746 ping-
pong balls.

It has been calculated that all of
the supplies ferried to West Berlin
during Operation Vittles could
have fil in two C-5As.

A single C-5A can carry a maxi-
mum load of 240,000 pounds, or
120 tons, at a speed of 520 miles
per hour. The craft carries 49,000
gallons of fuel, allowing a range of
3.250 miles fully loaded, or 6,940
miles empty. With inflight refuel-
ing, the Air Force notes, the range
is limited only by the endurance of
the crew.

The Galaxies “are our real
bread-and-butter for being here"”
said wing commander, Brig. Gen.
Frederick D. Walker.

Fit shons
A C-5A cargo plane flies over downtown Sprlngﬂeld en route to Westuw.-r Air Form: Base, which is home
to 16 of the jumbyo airceraft. :

Westover's reservisis took part
in the U.S. invasion of Panama in
December, ferrying 300 troops and
350 tons of supplies in the mission
that ousted Gen. Manuel Noriega.

But weapons and troops are not
the C-5A"s only cargo. The 439th
carried supplies and evacuated
survivors after Hurricane Hugo
struck the Virgin Islands and the
southeastern United States last
September, and brought 15 utility
line crews and two tons of medical
supplies te Jamaica after Hurri-
cane Gilbert struck in October
1988,

The stationing of the giant
transports at Westover brought
$56 million in improvements to
the base, including an $18 million
hangar that allows crews to work
on the monster aircraft indoors
for the first time. The investment,
Walker said, is just one indication
that the Galaxies will have a long
stay in Chicopee.

The changing world political cli-
mate, and the military budget-cut-
ting that is following the easing of
relations between the superpow-
ers, also weighs in favor of re-
serve bases like Westover, Walker
said.

Although some military jobs,
such as the staffing of nuclear
missile sites, must be done by ac-
tive duty personnel, the 439th
MAW and other reserve units can
perform vital jobs at a fraction of
the cost of regular forces, he
said.

The entire Air Force Reserve,
whose 57,000 reservists carry out
60 percent of the military’s strate-
gic airlift needs among their du-
ties, is funded at $1.8 billion, or
just 1.5 percent of the total Air
Force budget, Walker said.



W estover was link in chain
of events in 62 missile crisis

By FORD TURNER

In the precarious chain of
events that riveted the world's
attention on Cuba in October,
1962, Westover Air Force Base
was a major link.

Reconnaissance photographs
that revealed the presence of
Soviet-made missile bases on
Cuba, and precipitated a show-
down between the U.S. and the
Soviet Union, came from film that
was handled at the airbase in
Chicopee.

Some former military men say
the film merely passed through
Westover on ils way to a proc-
essing facility in Rochester, N.Y.
Others say privately that at least
some of the film was developed in
a “special projects” facility at

that would be carrying a special
cargo to Rochester. Hearing the
tone of conversalions about the
flight and given the fact that a
general officer was assigned to
accompany the “special cargo,”
Wolle suspected that it was film
taken by a U-2 spy plane over
Cuba.

When he returned to Westover,

he learned that his guess had beenp=
removed |
from the plane in Rochester, thel

correct. After being
film apparently had been taken to

a private facility for processing.

The pilot on that Westover-to-|
Rochester [light, Sidney Paul of|
Chicopee, recalled that the trip|

was arranged in a matter of

hours. He did not know the nature
of the contents of his cargo, but he

GG

As far as I am concerned, everything that took
place in that outfit was top secret at the time

and still is today.

Gordon Newell
Public affairs officer

Westover,

“I've heard it both ways,” =aid
Gordon Newell, public affairs offi-
cer for the 439th Military Airlift
Wing stationed at Westover today,

It seems impossible to deter-
mine the exact role of Westover in
the Cuban Missile Crisis because
of paths of silence made by offi-
cers years ago. As one local man
who worked in the facility in 1962
put it, “As far as [ am concerned,
everything that took place in that
outfit was top secret at the time
and still is today.”

Another former officer,
Fittsfield native Harry Wolle, re-
members well the excitement and
tension caused by a certain batch
of film that arrived in Westover in
October 1962,

Wolfe was a navigator attached
with the Eighth Reconnaissance
Technical Squadron, generally re-
ferred to as “Eighth Rekkie Tech,”
at Westover,
~ On very short notice, Wolfe was
instructed to prepare for a flight

D)

clearly remembers the unloading
in Rochester,

“When we landed, a couple of
guys with security badges came
on board and began laking the
cartons off,” said Paul. When he
asked the men about the contents
of the cartons, they said, with
some amount of surprise, “You
mean vou don’'t know what these
are?”

Paul, who was a major assigned
with the 814th Combat Support
Group at Westover, learned later
the importance of the film his
plane had carried.

Within a few days, he was fly-
ing U5, Air Corps inspectors from
Westover to civilian airports up
and down the East Coast. The
inspectors were to make sure the
airports were fit to handle the
bombers that had been assigned to
them,

Two retired military men said

at least some portion of the -2
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film taken over Cuba was devel-
oped in a special projects produc-
tion facility located at Westover.
But they did not want to disclose
any details about the work, and
they did not want their names
mentioned in this article.

ter by consulting Air Force his-
torians failed.

SUNDAY REPUBLICAN, JULY 22, 1990

e

An attempt to clear up the mat-

levision Oet, 22, 1862,

ADDRESSES NATION — President John F. Kennedy tells Ameri-
cans about the danger of Soviet missile bases in Cuba on national te-
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O’Connell gave heart, soul
in 39 years as base worker

By TOM SHEA

It was April 1942.

Betty ('Connell was making $20
a week, $1,040 a year, as a secre-
tary and clerk with the Holyoke
Board of Public Works.

She took a part-time job work-
ing Thursday nights and Saturdays
for 29 cents an hour in Steiger’'s.

Henry J. Toepfert, Holvoke's
mayor at the time, didn’t think
that was such a good idea.

S0 O'Connell, who had already
taken the Civil Service exam, de-
cided to take a supply-clerk job at
Westover Air Force Base,

She got a raise — to $1.480 a

year — amd whal amounted to a
lifetime job.
“1 loved it," O'Connell said.

“There wasn't a day [ didn't get
up that I didn't want to go to
work.”

That was 39 years worth of
love.

She first worked as a supply
clerk, moved to bookkeeping, and
ended up in public affiars.

“Betty was a mainstay at the
base, invaluable, really,” said

John Wallace Spencer, the Air Re-
serve’s  430th  Military  Adrlift
Wing's first sergeant. “She was a
wealth of information, She wasn't
there when they drove the first
peg into the ground, but she knew
all about it.

“Even after she retired she'd
show up once a week and work on
files, until one day the new public
affairs officer called her into his
nrfi-:::ie and told her, ‘Betiy, you re-
tired." "

O'Connell, 72, did retire in 1981,
bul to this day if there is a gues-
tion the public affairs office can't
answer, the solution is, *Call Betty
O’'Connell.”

Rick Dyer, a Manchester, Conn.,
attorney and a major in the Air
Force Reserve, said O'Connell's
reputation for knowing everything
there is to know about Westover is
simple. “Her love of the place and
the Air Force, along with a cor-
porate mind like a computer,” he
said. “On top of that, she's really a
neat person, a beautiful lady who
likes sharing what she knows and
she knows a lot.”

O'Connell is tall with bright
blue eyes and a husky voice.
Growing up in Holyoke, she
wanted to be a journalist.

“I guess I was nosy,” she said
with a laugh. “1 always wanted to
know what was going on.”

She worked on the Holyoke
High School newspaper on the edi-
torial and business side before
attending Bay Path Institute in
Springfield (now Bay Path College
in Longmeadow),

“I enjoyed my work in Holyoke
and [ had an opportunily to get
my job back later, but the lure of
Westover was too much,” she said.

“It was too exciting. Too muoch
to do. I'm not a flag-waver, but [
felt like I was doing something for
my country.”

She was promoted to chiefl of
publishing for the Atlantic Di-
vision, moving to Maguire Air
Force Base in New Jersey from
1955 to 1963, her only time away
Hum Westover since World War

Since her retirement, O'Connell
has been active in the Chicopee
Chamber of Commerce.

Buried deep, bunker awaited worst

By SUE YOUNG WILSON

AMHERST — A driver headed
toward South Hadley on Route 116
would find it easy to pass by the
former Air Force site known as
the “Noich” among the wooded
slopes of the Holyoke Range.
Little of the zite lies above
ground.

The f{our-story, underground
bunker lyving 400 feet below the
peak of the range was built for se-
curity and secrecy.

From it, the Eighth Air Force
of the Strategic Air Command
could direct its B-52 bombers
world-wide in the event of war, its
communications equipment and
commanders relatively safe [rom
bombs or missiles,

The Strategic Air Command
built the Notch command post in
1958 as auxiliary headquarters for
the Eighth Air Force, whose 88th
Bomb Wing was stationed at near-
by Westover Air Force Base,
according to Westover command-
er, Col. Thomas Hargis.

The Notch was also designated
as a backup command center for
Lthe entire Strategic Air Command
in the event SAC’s main headquar-
ters in Omaha, Neb., were de-
stroyed, Hargis said.

The Notch is eight miles from
Westover, and the Eighth Air
Force commander normally sta-
tioned at the base could reach the
Notch in under five minutes by
helicopter, Hargis said.

The site was reported Lo be able

to accommodate an operating
staff of 900 during its peak years
of operation in the mid-1960s, and
was staffed 24 hours a day,
according to Chicopee telecommu-
nications teacher John Gordon of
Hadley, who spent four years re-
searching Westover’s history to
produce a 53-minute videotape.

But few people, aside from
those who built it or worked there,
know what the Notch looks like on
the inzide,

“People who worked there were

sworn to secrecy about it, and
they keep to that," Gordon said.

The site now belongs to the
Federal Reserve Bank of Boston,
which bought il in 1973 when the
Strategic Air Command ceased its
cperations at Westover.

S pbeds be Daiet T reger
A PIECE OF HER HEART — Betty 0'Connell, a longtime Westover
Air Force Base employee, retired in 1981, but if there is a question
the Public Affairs Office can't answer, the solution is “Call Betty
O'Connell.”
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MANNING THE TOWER — The five air traffic controllers at West-
over Air Force Base bring about 100 vears of experience to the job.

Air show will reunite units
who served 50 years ago

By MARIO G. ORTIZ

WESTOVER AIR FORCE BASE
— When the 26th Air Base Group
arrives here July 28, it will be [or
the first time in nearly 50 vears.

While some of itz members
have reunited since then under the
flags of different units, this first,

ace-time group to arrive at the

ledgling base in 1940 will finally
meet collectively.

The 384th Air Refueling Squad-
ron will also reunite the weekened
of the Air Show at the Quality Inn
in Chicopee,

John Shorrock of Manchester,
Conn., a former aircralt mechanic
on B-17 bombers, said the 26th
simply never made an effort to
reunite until now.,

Shorrock expects about 40
members and their wives for a
dinner on the base. The red carpet
will be rolled out for the unit,
with VIP tents and reserved park-
ing among the perks, he said.

For William R. Kilpatrick of
Stapleton, Ala., the reunion will
complete a eircle started in July
28, 1940, the day he arrived at the
hase,

“T want to see what the base
locks like and as many of my
friends as [ can,” Kilpatrick said.

When he first arrived, alter a
long, bumpy car ride from Alaba-
ma, Kilpatrick said, the base was
a dusty, empty wasteland,

After serving as a cook for two,
years, Kilpatrick, like most from |
the 26th, joined the 446th Sub-|
depot Repair Squadron in En-
gland. .

® ¥ ¥

Shorrock said members of :hr:t
26th did about everv first at West- |
over, from driving the first truck |
onto the base, operating the first |
portable photo lab,
the first barracks, .

LA L

“All you saw was the eternal
earthmovers,” he said.

In the two years he spent at the
base, Shorrock said the unit prac-
ticed guard duty and studied sub-
jects like math and English taught
at Holyoke High School.

Sgt. Robert Adams, a reservist
who is collecting historical arti-
facts, zaid most of the 26th were
culled from New England.

Shorrock said he believes most
of the members live within 100
miles of Westover.

Adams said he suspects war-
time units have reunited more
often because of the more vivid

Continued on Page W-22
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Westover’s air traffic controllers
are old hands at handling big job

By MARIO G. ORTIZ

WESTOVER AIR FORCE BASE
— The world's largest cargo plane
swiveled on massive wheels, slow-
Iv curving into the center of the
runway.

Gradually gathering speed like
a muscle-bound linebacker, the
camouflaged C5-A zoomed by,
punching upwards through the air.

One hundred feet away and 10
stories up, two air traffic control-
lers watched casually, but careful-

ly. An impressive battle between
raw power and the laws of physics
for the novice observer, for the
controflers, it was just another
takeoff, the latest in perhaps thou-
sands they have helped happen,

“There arent too many sur-
prises left for us,” said Michael
Tippo, a 28-vear veteran control-
ler.

Tippo, and his four fellow con-
trollers, bring to the tower about
100 years of combined experience

in the field. It's probably this ex-
perience that creates a thoroughly
calm, unhurried and almost
peaceful atmosphere

Yel despite the serene mood,
the seriousness of the task lies
just below the easy surface.

“I've seen all that can go
wrong,” said Tippo on why he is
not a flving nut.

Mone of the controllers are pi-
lots, Tippo =said he wouldn’t much
Continued on Page W-9
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Demonstrators are no strangers at air base

By WILLIAM FREEBAIRN

From anti-war demonstrators
te critics of the noise generated
by aircraft, protesters have
alwavs come with the territory at
Westover Air Force Base.

In the early 1970s, as opposition
to the war in Vietnam increased,
Westover was the sile of mass
protests and arrests. Chicopee Po-
lice Capt. Arthur Peloquin was the
arresting office in literally thou-
sands of cases connected to the
baze, which was then home o B-
51 bomberz of the Strategic Air
Command.

“Because of Vielnam, there was
a lot of really hyper [eeli
about it both pro and con. We
wera getting protesters every day
for a while,” Peloguin recalled.

In the spring of 1972, 750 pro-

sters were arrested in one day,

‘eloguin =aid. But relations be-
tween police and protesters re-
nained amicable even then, he

“These people were not anti-po-
ice, they were anti-war,” Pelo-
juin said, The anli-war group was

ften met by smaller groups of
ounter-protesters  supporting the
:overnment's actions.

Among those arrested in those
lays were former Ambhberst Col-
lege President John W. Ward, and
aumerous clergymen and college
faculty.

But students comprised the
largest single group of protesters
during that period, Peloquin said.

The atmosphere at the main
(Fairview) gate to the base was
testival-like, although more so for
demonstrators than for the police
working extra details.

“It was almost like a holiday,
like a picnic for them. With us it
waore a little thin," Peloquin said.
~ Since th;)se da%vs Ifnre
been e protesting nuclear
war, U8 Prmgpn pﬁlwyga.nd other
IRELeS, he said. “As long as we are

VIETNAM PROTEST — Westover Air Force Base was the site of mass protests and arrests in the early

1970s as opposition to the Vietnam War increased.

free in this countiry, there's going
to be protests. Ii's our way of
life," he said.

One group of neighbors of the
base is angry about the noise gen-
erated hyg?}’m giant C-5A cargo
Eiane-s as they fly over their

Bruno Pula, a Granby resident
with a house near the end of West-
over's main runway, is one of sev-
eral people who have filed a suoit
a.gamst the government seeking

damages.

Pula, who is a Vietnam veteran,
said the noise from the planes as
they fly just 200 feet overhead,
frightens children and makes
study impossible for them. He is
upset because when he moved to
his home in 1973, the base was
being deactivated — as a regular
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Air Force base with the departure
of the Strategic Alr Command.

“You don't bring the world’s
biggest plane in after a base has
been deactivated,” he said.

He is bitter about the attitude
of base personpel and authorities
to his case, and plans to continue
the lawsuit, “A lot of people say
you can't fight the government-
...but we are the government "
Pula said.

The neighbors’ case is pending
in U.S. Claims Court in Washing-
ton, D.C.

Col. Thomas . Hargis, Westov-
er base commander, said that,
over the years, most of the com-
munity has supported the base in

ting to work. “They were really
very nice people; they just had
their opinions,” Hargis said.

Weslover is the most visible
evidence of the military In the
area, Hargis said, and serves as “a
lightning rod”™ for opinions about
the government. And he expects
there will be protests at the base
in the future.

Ve ur's

its missions. The base was never
closed in the 1970s. Its mission
was changed to an Air Force Re-
serve hase, he said.

Even when they disagreed,
there was room for discussion be-
tween base officials and pro-
testers, Hargis said.

When he arrived as base com-
mander in 1986, there was a pro-
gram between Westover and
Mount Holyoke College in Sowth
Hadley which brought together
anti-military activists and .
servists from the base  Hargis
said.

Other protesters met with base
officials to make sure they were
not preventing people from pet-
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W estover kept busy
by Air Force Reserve

By TED LaBORDE

WESTOVER AIR FORCE BASE
— In 1974 Westover became the
largest Air Force Reserve [acility
in the couniry. Since then it has
also become home for reserve
units from the other military
branches.

Naval, Army and Marine Corps
rezervists, as well as the Army
National Guard, have been Lrain-
ing at Westover since 1977, The
units occupy the former Sirategic
Air Command Service Club, which
was renovated and reopened as
the US. Armed Forces Reserve
Center in November 1977.

Air Force reservists, 2,300 of
them, are assigned to the 435th
Military Airlift Wing or to its sub-
ordinate units, all of which fall
under the jurisdiction of the I4th
Air Force Headquarters at Dob-
bins Air Force Base in Georgia.

While the mission of the 439th
MAW and it= subordinate units,
during peacetime, is training and
recruiting, the unit is called on
weekly for air cargo transports
overseas, and periodically for hu-
manitarian cargo and personnel
transporis.

In the event of military action
and activation of the reserve units
at Westover, the 439th will be re-
sponsible for the mobilization of
the 911th Tactical Airlift Group
stationed at Pitisburgh, and the
and the 914th Tactical Airlift
Wing based in Niagra Falls, N.Y.,
as well as the 337th '\!ilttary J'lur-
lift Group at Westover,

The 439th's primary function
will be to transport troaps, equip-
ment and medical supplies where-
ver needed,

Subordinate units supporting the
438th Military Airlifit Wing are,
the 439th Avionics Squadron,
436th Field Maintenance Squad-
ron, 439th Organizational Mainte-
nance Squadron; the 337th Mili-
tary Airlift Squadron; the 42nd
Aerial Port Squadron and the 58th
Aerial Port Squadron.

Air show will reunite

26th Air Base Group

Continued from Page W-5

and emotional experiences they
shared.

He said the air show will pro-
vide an ideal opportunity to gath-
er memorabilia spanning Westov-
er’s 50 years.

In his correspondence efforts
with veterans across the country.
Adams said he has been sent
many valuable photographs and
strangely, menus.

Menus from special base din-
ners at Thanksgiving and
Christamas have poured in, he
2aid,

Shorrock said he, too, has been
writing vigorously to [lind lost
members from the 26th and 446th,

“l dont know how many hun-
dreds of letters I've written in 30
years,” he said, adding that word
of mouth ultimately iz the most
effective method of finding vets.

Hopefully, next weekend, his
elforts will pay off.

Others are the 74th Aeromedi-
cal Evacuation Squadron, 439th
USAF Clinic; 435th Airlift Control
Flight; 439th Air Base Group.
439th Civil Engineering Squadron,
439th Communications Squadron,
439th Mobility Suppert Flight,
439th Security Police Squadron,
639th Security Police Flight and
the QI-A DET 5 15th Weather
Squadron.
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The primary missions of the GUIDING FORCE — A member of the 439th Military Airlift Wing directs an army truck into the cargo

military reserve units of sister bay of a C-5A duringa h'mni.ug exercise at Westover Air l-‘urce Base.

services occupying the U5,
Armed Forces Reserve Center are
recruiting and training.

The 1094th Army Reserve
Forces School conducts training
for enlisted personnel and pro-
vides advancement, promotion
and retention courses for officers,
according to Unit * Administrator
Donald Desrosiers.

The 1094th conducts four, four-
hour drills per month. About 35
members aitend each drill. The
Army has assigned 52 personnel
to the schools, 23 of whom are
officers and 29 enlisted personnel.
Alzo assigned at the cenler are
two Army regulars.

“Geographically, we train mem-
bers of both the Army Reserve
and the Army National Guard
drawn from throughout Western
Massachusetts,” Desrosiers said.
The school provides noncommis-
sioned officer courses as well as
DUMErous courses in various job
classifications.

The Army assigned the 173rd
Medical! Group to Westover in
1973. The group serves as home
for five [ull-time military and
three civilian personnel, and 80
reservists.

The 173rd supports medical
regulating services in cooperation
with the Air Force. Tis wartime
mizsion would involve medical
evacuations, 1st Sgt. Gerald Dol-
lofT said.

The Marine Corps operates
infantry training for 63 reservists

through the supervisory capabi-
lities of 11 active duty Marines.
The Army National Guard unil,
which is assigned to the Air Cav-
alry, 1st Squadron, of the 26th Di-
vision, also conducts training for
its personnel.

The Navy Reserve unit lists 350
personnel. The unit relocated here
from iis older training center on
Cass Street near Mercy Hospital
in Springfield in 1978.

Lt.Cmdr. David Costa said that
in addition to recruiting and train-
ing duties, the Naval Reserve unit
provides support to Westover with
assistance in billeting, base palley,
security, supply, in medical serv-
ices and al the base recreational
training area.

Naval Reserve units stationed
here are the Mobile Construction
Battalion 27 Det. 0527 Seebees;
Naval Communication Area Mas-
ter Stalion Mediterranean Del.
201; Security Group 501; 4th Fleet
Supply Service Medical Regiment,
and Det. B of the Fleet Hospital
250 Combat Zone,

Costa said WNaval Reservists
here also provide logistical and
supply support for the Norfolk,
Va., Naval Base,
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Unknown to many, Westover
was home to German POWs

By TOM SHEA

Steven R. Jendrysik was just a
boy when he heard the rumor that
German prisoners of war had es-
caped from Westover Air Force
Base,

His father worked at the Spring-
field Armory during the war and
knew Germans were being held at
the base.

“l was scared,” the Chicopee
High School history teacher re-
called. “T had visions of Nazis
marching down Granhy Road."

The rumor was false, no one
tried to escape, but as many as
500 German prisoners were held
in the Stony Brook area of the
base, now part of Ludlow, “and
very few people knew about it at
the time,” said local historian
James M. Parsons.

"As a matter of fact, outzide of
personnel at Westover, the only
people who know of the German
POWS were farmers in Hatfield,

North Amherst and Hadley,” Par-
sons said. “They hired the prison-
ers to harvest potatoes and tobac-
eo,

Parsons said the prisoners were
a benefit to the community.

“They worked on farms where
there was a labor shortage, and on
the base they worked as mechan-
ics, gardeners and cooks,” Parsons
said.

According to research by John
Gordon, a Chicopee teacher, who
has made a documentary of West
field, German prisoners were held
in such high regard at Westover
they requested more POWs to
help with work detail.

German prisoners, who wore
black uniforms with “PW" on
their shirts and pants in the field,
were permitted to wear their mil-
itary uniforms on the base.

They could use the Nazi “Heil
Hitler” =alute and were fed top
quality meals, according to Par-
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, sneak the POWs cigareties.

sons, the past president of the
Northampton Historical Society
and a teacher at Hampshire He-
gional High School in Westhamp-
ton.

“The prisoners at Westover
weren't rabid Nazis" Parsons |
sawd. “The rabid Nazis were held |
at bases in the Southwest. Westov- |
er POWS were young guys who |
didn't want to [light, bul had to
fight.”

In 1944, an edict by the US.
government allowed prizoners to
take courses at American univer-
sities and receive credit from
their German and Austrian
schools, Parsons said.

“The government also tried lo
re-educate the prisoners on the
greatness of democracy through
courses, films and books,” Parsons
said.

Betty O'Connell, a longtime em-
ployee al Westover, now with the
Chicopee Chamber of Commerce,
said she and her friends used to

“I didn't have much contact
with them, bul they seemed nice,
s0 young and blond, boys, really,
and 1 wanted to be nice in the
hopes that people in Europe would
be nice to our boys,” she said.

Parsons, and many of the farm-
ers he talked to in Hadley, North
Amherst and Hatfield who had
employed German soldiers, were
universal in their praise of the
POWSs. |

Farmers would gel up at dawn |
and take a truck down to Westov-
er to collect 15 to 20 prisoners
and a guard with a submachine
gun.
There were no escapes or
attempted escapes from Westover,
Parsons said.

Of the hundreds of thousands of
German and Italian soldiers kept
in 668 camps in 44 of the 48 states
during World War I1, only 1,073
tried to escape, Parsons said.

Prisoners were released from
Westover sometime in 1946,
according to Parsons.

They were shipped to Europe
where they labored on reconstruc-
tion projects,
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Stony Brook:
A-bomb depot

By SUE YOUNG WILSON

LUDLOW — Thirty-two con-
crete bunkers dot the grounds of
the Stony Brook electrical power

ant on Westover Air Force

se's eastern border.

The bunkers, shaped like trun-
cated pyramids with grass grow-
ing on their tops and sides, look
ool of place among the power
plant’s gleaming transformers and
cables.

They are what remains of Stony
Brook Air Force Station, once a
heavily guarded storage facilily
for weapons that inclu the nu-
clear bombs carried by the B-52
Stratofortresses flying out of
Westover Air Force Base, adja-
cent to which Stony Brook was lo-
cated.

“It was really guarded over
here,” said David Tuohey, a
spokezman [or the Massachusettis

unicipal Wholesale Electric
Company (MMWEC), which runs
the power plant. “There was triple
barbed wire around the perimeter,
dogs running loose, and lights all

over."

The three rows of barbed-wire
fence continue to enclose the 471-
acre site, but the power company
now uses the bunkers to store
maintenance equipment for the

ower plant, completed in 18581,

hey said.

Stony Brook, buill in 1957, was
operated as a separate facility
from Westover, under heavy seco-
rity, according to Col. Thomas
Hargis, Westover base command-
er.

Chicopee telecommunications
teacher John Gordon, who recent-
ly completed a 53-minute video-
tape on the history of Westover,
said that massive convoys of
armored trucks regularly left the
station to carry nuclear bombs to
the waiting B-52s.

MNormally, the bombs and their
fuses were stored in separate bun-
kers and reunited in a special
area just prior to being moved,
Gordon said.

Stony Brook was dismantled in
the early 1970s when the Strategic

w9
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SECURE FACILITY — David Tuohey of Massachusetts Municipal Wholesale Eleciric Co., stands out-
side a bunker that once was a storage facility for nuclear hombs carried by B-52 bombers flying out of

Westover Air Force Base,

Air Command withdrew its oper- |

ations from Westover.

MMWEC bought the surplus
land for $1.1 million and built the
511-megawatt power plant.

The power company chose the
site because the Air Force station
was served by a railroad and fuel
supply lines and remains isolated
from the nearest residents, he
said,

Air traffic controllers experienced at tough job

Continued {rom Page W-3
care Lo learn.

“When you're young and dumb,
that's when wyou fly,” growled
Charlie Lersch, a 30-year veteran,
who is months away [rom re-
tiring.

Dressed casupally in dock shoes
and slacks, Tippo is pleasanl and
talkative,

“Everyday 1 come in, T never
know what's going to happen. It's
a mind game,” he said, pausing at
the crackle of static on radio.

“Rod zero four, off nine o'clock
three miles and descending ...”
Tipr{l spits into a handset.

“It's been called three dimensio-
nal chess,” he adds.

After working at other Air

Force bases and commercial air-
rts, Tippo said, Westover has
n enjovable,

Because it is surrounded by air-
ports — in Westfield, North-
ampton, Palmer and Bradley In-
ternational in Winsor Locks, Conn,
— Tippo said controllers here usu-
ally have to keep an eye on traffic
rather than direct it.

For three days this month, how-
ever, that will all change as over
750 aircraft are expected to de-
scend on the base for an Interna-
tional Air Show,

Tippe, who has handled these

type of shows before, said the
scope and diversity of traffic will
Lest the controllers’ mettle.

With jet fighters, parachutists,
stunt planes and World War 11
bkombers expected, Tippo  said
keeping them apart and in order
will be one of the many challenges
the tower crew will face.

But air shows are rare events.
A typical day in the tower may
mean a handful of take-offs, long
C5-A training sessions, and paper-
wark.

Al Sucheicki, tower manager
for five yvears, said an unpredicta-
ble element is always present de-
spite the sophisticated and accu-
rate equipment, both in the tower
and in the planes.

“¥ou're dealing with man and
machines, which when you put
them together, occasionally, there
will be accidents,” he said,

“Bquak five five seven ... you
can now cross gulf taxiway ... "~
Tippo said to a private, four-seat
plane readying for take-off.

About one-twentieth the size of
the 230-foot long C5—A, the pri-
vate planes and their eivilian pi-
lots are vulnerable to turbulence
caused by the massive cargo
planes,

Tippo said controllers must
always be aware not only of the
location of C5-As but of the dis-
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tance behind them, or what is
called their wake turbulence.
Keeping these and many other
details straight in his head s what
makes the job, after all these
years, still interesting. Tippo said.
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Air show invites imagination to take fllght

I

More than a million persons expected to watch

By JUNE GREIG

WESTOVER AIR FORCE BASE
- The B-52 will be back.

The Canadian Snowbirds, the
U8, Army's Golden Knights, and
the Air Force Reserves' C-5As
will be there, along with continu-
ing flight demonstrations and an
almost one-mile-long exhibit of 75
vintage and modern aircraft.

Westover is celebrating its 50th
anniversary with a three-day in-
ternational airshow (hat is
expected to be the largest commu-
nity and tourist event in New En-
gland this year, according to Gor-
don Newell, public affairs officer
for the Air Force Reserve's 439th
Military Airlift Wing.

More than a million people are
expected to atlend the show,
which will feature flight demon-
strations by the Canadian Snow-
birds, the Army's Golden Knights
parachute team, and World War 11
vintage aircraft.

On display will be a mock-up of
an X-304A, a [uturistic space air-
plane designed to take off from a
runway to fly into space. It is
being developed by NASA at
Kennedy Space Center at Cape
Canaveral.

L

Among aireraft in the show that
have been assigned at Westover
during its 50 vear history will be
the B-52 Stratofortress, KC-135
air-refueling tanker, C-130 Her-
cules cargo plane, the World War
11 B-17 and B-24 bombers, and P-
47 Thunderboilt and P-51 Mustang
fighters,

Also on display will be the
monster C-5A Galaxy (ransporis
currently flown at Westover by
Air Force Reserve crews.

“It's the biggest airshow ever at
the base,” Newell said.

The free show will be from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. Gates will
open at 8 am. Aerial demon-
strations may be canceled in the
event of severe weather,

* &k &

Col. Thomas G. Hargis. base
commander, said, “It's our chance
to show the community what the
base looks like. We have a tremen-
dous. lineup of display aircraft,
almost one mile of those, wingtip
to wingtip.”

Base officials, however, would
not release the times of any per-
formances, saving they were doing
that to avoid traffic jams at par-
ticolar times, as occurred during
the airshow featuring the Thun-
derbirds three years ago, They did,
however, say that the Snowhirds
will perform. in the alternoons,
and the Golden Knight#®®in the
mornings and afternoons,

Flying demonstrations will be
held all day. And Army tanks and
armored cars will be dis layed.

Also planned is a children's area
to include rides, clowns and music.

¥ ¥

Arrangements have been made
for 60 concession stands offerin
food, beverages, hats, T-shirts an
other souvenirs, Hargis said.

A three-car railroad train will
transport visitors from one park-
in%araa to the flight line,

anada’s 431st Air Demon-
stration Squadron, the Snowbirds,
will present an arrival perfor-

mance on opening day, Friday,
and one show on Saturday and on
Sunday with their nine red-white-
and-blue Tutor jets.

The Snowbirds’ demonstrations
begin with the appearance of twin-
kling lights in the distance and
conclude with spectacular down-
ward bomb bursts that leave rib-
bons of smoke in the sky, accord-
ing to a spokesman for the team,

heir planes, two seat trainers,
are much guieter than the F-16
fighters flown by the USAF’s
Thunderbirds, and are less likel
mri:irighten young children, Newell
said.

x5 & &

The Golden Knights, from Fort
Bragg, N.C.. last appeared here in
1937g They will perform precision
parachufe jumping demon-
sirations twice daily on each day
of the show.

The U.S. Marine Corps Silent
Drill Team will perform twice on
SatuMay and once on Sunday, ten-
tatively in front of Hangar 3.

“Spectacular is an understate-
ment” in describing the perfor-
mance of the 22-member drill
team, according Lo Air Force Maj
Natalie Iryshe. Members carry
1 rifles with fixed bayonets, and
their 10-minute drill with precise
handling of the rifles is done with-
out verbal commands.

¥ ® u

Other flight demonstrations will
include the A-10 anti-tank fighters
flown by pilots of the Air National
(Guard’s 104th Tactical Fighter
Group at Barnes Airport, West-
field.

The USAF's F-15 supersonic jet

Continued on Page W-11

HIGH FLYING — The Army’s Golden Knights will perform during

this weekend's airshow at Westover Air Force Base,
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Arranging air show
was ‘a labor of love’

By FORD TURNER

Planning for maximum interac-
tion between more than 100 air-
craft and an anticipated one mil-
lion people over three days would
seem guaranteed to produce a
massive headache,

Not so, say the officers al West-
over Air Force Base who have
coordinaled preparations for
Westover's 50th anniversary air
showr,

Col. Thomas Hargis, base com-
mander, said the feeling is more
that “it’s been a labor of love.”

Planning meetings began about
a year ago. Lt. Col Gale French
was named to coordinate the
event, and Maj. Dan Nichols was
charged with lining up two of its
most important segments: the
approximately 80 aircraft that
will be on display on the ground,
and the dozens that wil be flying
overhead.

“We've got them coming from
all over the world,” French said.

A C-130 Hercules aircraft will
fly from Australia to participate,
while the West German Air Force
is sending an F-4 fighter jet.

[1.8. Air Force bases around the
world began receiving letters and
calls from Westover in Januvary
seeking support for the air show,
according to Nichols. The thou-
sands of communications have
been boiled down into a rough
schedule,

“We know who is coming and
when, but there are daily changes
when some people have mainte-
nance problems or schedule con-
flicts,” Nichols =aid. If a unit can-
not meet its commitment to
appear at Weslover, Nichols said
he looks for another unit that op-
erates similar aircraft to fill in
the hole in the show.

The majority of the planes will
arrive at Westover on July 26, one
day prior to the start of the show.
French said their pilots purposely
have been given directions to ap-
proach the base on a route that
will take them over Springfield,
Holyoke, and other population
centers in Western Massachusetis.

“We want to show the people in
the area what they are going to
have a chance to see.” French
said.

More than 50 military and civil-
ian personnel have been organized
into committees that have been
dealing with specific portions of
the air show for months. Nichols
was transferred to Westover in
June and plunged headlong into
the planning process

“At the first meetings I went to,
I was amazed at the details they
had gone into,” he said.

The details include setting up a
play area for children; possible
installation of outdoor showers for
those patrons who want to cool
off; arranging for installation of
several banks of telephones for

B- 52s of a different sort

expected to draw million

Continued from Page W10

will perform its sensational climb
to out-of-sight altitude immedi-
ately after takeoff.

There also will be flight demon-
strations by the AH-18 Cobra gun-
ship helicopter; rappeling demon-
stration by the Army from a
helicopter to the ground: and by
CH-54 Skycrane helicopter from
Connecticul Air National Guoard at
Bradley Airport. The C-130 Her-
cules will demonstrate an airdrop
and assault takeoff and landing.

There will be flvovers by an
FB-111 fighter-bomber, the type
used in the bombing of Libya sev-
eral years ago; and by F-16 Fight-
ing Falcons, the plane used by the
Thunderbirds and regarded by
many as the world's No.1 fighter.

There also will be [lyover dem-

onstrations by a B-1B, the newest
strategic bomber; a C-5A, the free
world's largest jet cargo trans-
port; a B-52 bomber;, an OH-6A
small observation helicopter. and
a UH-1H, a multipurpose Army
helicopter,

Visitors can inspect and photo-
graph all aircraft on display on
the flight line. Among the aircraft
on ground display will be the B-1B
bomber; C-5A; F-15; F-16, and the
Navy's F-14,

Hargis said the local populace
iz encouraged to come to the show
Friday, July 27, to avoid antie-
ipatad larger crowds on Saturday
and Sunday, Bicycles and pets will
be prohibited from the flight line.
There will be 53,000 parking
spaces on the base and about 30.-
000 to 40,000 more at off-base
sites, he said.
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IT'S BACK — A B-52, the mainstay at Westover Air Force Base when it was a Strategic Air Command
base, will make a return to Chicopee for the weekend airshow.

patrons; planning for the daily re-
moval of massive amounts of gar-
bage; and, of course, making sure

there are enough portable toilets
to serve the crowds.
“It's not a pain in the neck. It's

really a challenge, and it's inter-
esting. It's going to be a good air
show,” Nichols said.
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Events scheduled at the air show

Moming flying displays:

B-25 bomber
B-26 bomber
F-15 fighter
FB-111 fighter
P-40 fighter
P-51 fighter
C-5 Galaxy jet cargo plane
C-47 cargo plane
T-34 Navy trainer
Cobra gunship helicopter
Golden Knights, U.S. Army parachute team

Afternoon flying displays:

Snowbirds, Canadian aerial demonstration team
B-1 bomber
F-15 fighter demonstration team
F-18 fighter demonstration team
F-16 fighter demonstration team
C-130 cargo drop demonstration
A-10 fighter demonstration team
OH-6 helicopter rappeling demonstration
Golden Knights, U.S. Army parachute team

Static displays:

M-1 tank, World War Il tanks, other military vehicles
60-foot half-scale mockup of the XB-30 supersonic passenger plane
Technical exhibits in hangars; Kiddyland amusement area
100 display aircraft of all types

Gates open at 8 a.m. Aerial events are repeated each day.
Shows begin at 9 a.m. and continue to 5 p.m.

Editor's nole: Citing the need to reduce iraffic congestion, Westover officials did not provide specific times

for aerial demonstrations. The events will be continuous and will be announced over a public address system.

ety
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Ma Manning's,
Red Barn were
home to many

By TOM SHEA

The Hed Barn was for the offi-
CErs.

Ma Manning’s was for the non-
coms and enlisted men.

The Red Barn featured big
bands and big-name entertainers.

Ma Manning's featured softball
as a blood sport.

No one left either place thirsty.

Both were a home away [rom
home for those stationed at West-
ovar Air Force Base through the
yvears, and they earned a world-

GG

I've been to Europe a
number of times and
each time I manage to
run into someone who
asks about the Red
Barn and Ma Man-
ning’s.

William P. Pappas

Red Barn ex-owner

I,

wide reputation for their ambi-
ance,

“I'vé been to Europe a number
of times and each time I manage
to run into someone who asks
aboat the Red Barn and Ma Man-
ning's,” said William P. Pappas,
the last owner of the Hed Barn.
“Both are long gone, but live on
with people all around the world.”

Those weren't the only Chicopee
landmarks for Westover per-
sonnel. Jusi as well known to the
dining crowd was Ted Gayda's
Restaurant, which was not much
to look at from the outside, but
served some greal dinners. Fea-
tures were “bellybuster” roast
beef plates and baked stuffed
lobsters.

I&ocated in an old wooden struc-
tur® at the corner of Grove and
Main streets in the heart of
Chicopee Falls, Gayda's fell to an
urban renewal wrecker's ball that
swung through the Falls' “down-
town® district in the mid-1960s.

The Red Barn, which was demo-
lished in 1970, was located adja-
cent to Exit 6 of the Massachu-
setts Turnpike, while Ma
Manning's, which closed in the
1960s, was sitvated where the
Chateau Provost sils in the
Fairview section of Chicopee.

Tommy Dorsey and a young
Tom Jones were among the enter-
tainers who graced the Red Barn's
stage. Then-Sen. John F. Kennedy
made sure the Red Barn was a
regular campaign stop.

At Ma Manning's, softball
games under the lights, a rarity in
the 1950s, are still talked about
almost 40 years later. There was
nothing ‘soft’ or ‘slo’ about it. It
was snfthall as it 48 played in the
Midwest; its players had all the
athletic skills and reflexes re-
quired in hardball, and many fans
believe it to be every bit as excit-
ing to watch.

* % ¥

Operated by Josephine Ross, Ma
Manning’s was a comfortable
place day and night for swapping
stories and having a taste of the
hard and the soft stuff. The struc-
ture sort of rambled along the side
of Montealm Street.

The Red Barn sat on 50 acres
and once was used as a stable. But
when il expanded to a restaurant,
it featured a large horseshoe bar
that could accommaodate 66 stools,
along with a dining room that
could sit 550.

Big-time entertainment was

treasurer-clerk of Springfield Plumbing Supply.

provided five nights a week, plus
entertainment in the bar.

In the summers, old-time New
England clambakes would be held
in the picnic grove,

John L. Sullivan founded the
Barn. In its early days, it featured
Irish dancing and entertainment.
He died earlier this year in Leb-
anon, Tenn., at the age of 78,

“It was a place where a single
guy could meet women and a cou-
ple could have a nice dinner and a
nice night out,” Pappas said. “Tt
had it all.”

Mary Parkas, 81, a long-time
waitress at the Barn, agreed.

“Serving the boys from Westov-
er was a pleasure,” she said. “They
were all zo polite, so nice, 50
friendly.”
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Aerobatic artistry promises to rain thrills

Snowbirds

from Canada
will appear

By TED LaBORDE

WESTOVER AIR FORCE BASE
— The International Air Show will
feature aerial maneuvers in close
formation, precision parachute
jumping, and silent drill team per-
formances.

Canada’s Snowbirds, the 431st
Air Demonstration Squadron, will
appear for the first time at West-
over while the Army's official
parachute demonstiration team,
the Golden Knights, will make a
repeat performance.

The Golden Knights last per-
formed here during the air show
in 1987.

Also making its first appear-
ance here will be the famed Ma-
rine Corps Silent Drill Team. The
team performs ifs spectacular
routine, in which its members
whirl rifles with bavonets fixed,
without a single order being given,

Spectators will also get a look
at Navy Commander ‘Dizzie' Gil-
lispie, the man expected to be the
next leader of the Navy's Blue
Angels aerial demonstration team,
according to Col. Gale French, air
show coordinator.

Gillispie will perform in a Navy
F-18 supersonic fighter, the air-
craft assigned to the Blue Angels.

French also announced that an
Air Force F-15 Eagle, only one of
two that performs at air shows
;Ihruughuut the country, will be

ETE.
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The Snowbirds, Canada's an-

swer lo-the Thunderbirds and Blue |
Angels, were first organized in
1971 andsestablished as a perma- |

nent sﬂu&dl‘on on April 1, 1978,
Predecessors of the Snowbirds

were the Siskins in the 1930s, and |

later the Golden Hawks and Gold-
en Centennaires, formed in 1967
for Canada's 100th birthday cele-
bration.

The Snowbirds were established

AERIAL MANEUVERS — Canada's Snowbirds will appear for the
first time at Westover Air Force Base this weekend.
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FREE
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in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, as
an unofficial, non-aerobatic for-
mation team in 1971. The group
was made up of volunteer instrue-
tor pilots and grounderews.

The team was named the Snow-
birds as a result of a contest held
at Canada's elementary schools,
and first flew under that name at
the 1971 Saskatchewan Homecom-
ing Air Show.

In 1976, the Snowbirds were
invited to perform over Philadel-
phia as part of the American Bi-
centennial Fourth of July cele-
bration.Later that suommer, the
team performed at the Summer
Olympics in Montreal.

The team consists of 11 pilots,
one administrative officer, and a
12-member groundcrew.

Members of the Snowbirds

serve for two years, with half of
the team replaced each year.

The team flies the CT-114 Tutor
Canadian-built jet trainer, which
has a top speed of 412 knols or
about 470 mph. The only modifica-
tions to the aircraft for the Snow-
birds are the addition of a smoke
generating system, a unique paint
scheme, and a highly tuned engine.

The team performs 36 different
manenvers in formations ranging
from two to 11 aircraft. Earlier
this year, the team performed its
1,000th official air demonstration.

As part of their 20th anniver-
sary shows, the Snowbirds will
feature red and white colored
smoke for the first time.

The 1.5, Arr;ld-, 5 Golden Knights
have performed more than 6,000

Continued on Page W-16
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. Hargis, commander of Westover

Air Force Base, expects a smooth operation at the International Air

Show this weekend.

Snowbirds join air show

Continued from Page W15

parachute demonstrations in all
a0 states, and in 42 foreign coun-
tries since the unit was estab-
lished in 1959, The team has
grown from a l13-member all-
male team in 1959 to the present
unit congisting of 84 men and
women who make up six sections
af the group.

While one unit is performing
here at Westover, another will be
performing in Sioux City, Iowa.

Each member of the Golden
Knights serves an average of

i three yvears on the team before re-
turning to repular Army duty.
While on tour, each member of
the team actz at all times as
goodwill ambassadors for the
Army.

Originally known as the Strate-
gic Army Corps Sport Parachute
Team formed in September 1959,
at Fort Bragg, N.C., the group re-
ceived official recognition by the
Department of the Army in 1962
and was redesignated as the US.
Army Parachute Team.

| The Golden Knights name, and
vellow and black colors, came

‘ffom a vote of the 1962 team
members.
The team, in more than 30

.years of parachute competitions,
‘has won 11 world championships,
jand produced 100 national and 22
iworld champions.

Twenty-two members of the
Marine Corps Silent Drill Team
will head the ground perfor-
‘mances with 10-minute precision
drills with their M-1 rifles with
fixed bayonets.

Members perform  caleulated
drill movements and precise hand-
ling of their weapons without any
verbal commands whatever.

New tearn members acquire a
working knowledge of the drill
routine in 12 hours of instruction

and spend about 25 hours of prac-
tice per week for two to three
months. before they reach the
unit’s required level of proficien-

By FORD TURNER

In terms of air shows, Westover
Air Force Base has learned from
its mistakes,

After a 1987 show that drew
about 350,000 people on one day,
base officials heard a slew of
complaints about the handling of
traffic and parking in and around
the show, so Col. Thomas Hargis,
base commander, said things will
be different this time around.

“Total integration” is the phrase
Hargis applies to this year's so-
phisticated planning, which in-
cludes a traffic command head-
gquarters, parlicipation by seven
police agencies, a scholarly study
of parking, and a police helicopter
for monitoring traffic flow.

Hargis and the show organizers
have a plan for people to follow
from the lime their vehicles ap-
proach the Chicopee area until
they are parked for the air show,

In 1987, the crowd arriving for
the show was slowed by the fact

that the base only had (wo —

entrances, according to Hargis.
This year, traffic will be chan-
neled into four base access points.

Maps showing the routes to
these points will be distributed at
exits from major highways, Har-
gis said, and overhead, a state po-
lice helicopter will be monitoring
the flow of traffic into the base.

“If there is a traffic flow prob-

lem,” Hargis said, “we will know
where to shut off the traffic in one
direction and channel it into an-
other direction.”

In 1987, he said, there was no
coordination of traffic control
with local police. This year, six
meetings have been held to map
out traffic strategies for the air
show with local police.

Members of the Springfield,
Chicopee, Holyoke, Granby, South
Hadley and Ludlow police depart-
ments will join state police and
base personnel in operating a “tra-
ffic command post”™ on the base
during the show, Hargis said.

In 1987, “we didn’t do a good job
of planning to park people in pre-
cise places,” he said. “This time,
all of the parking space has been
surveyed. We know precisely how
many cars we can park and where
they are going to park.”

Nine hundred of the base’s 2,300

Westover sets sophisticated plans
for parkers at this year’s air show

acres have been devoted to park-
ing for the show. After officials
walked and inspected every pot-
tion of that area, Hargis noted,
they calculated there is room for
52,900 parking spaces.

Patterns for the flow of vehicles
into those parking spaces already
have been determined, he said. An-
other 25,000 spaces are within
walking distance of the base.

During the show, 130 military
police from Fort Devens in Ayer,
and about 75 Civil Air Patrol per-
sonnel “will be doing nothing but
park cars,” Hargis said.

The parking contingent, he
promised, will be working “totally
in tune” with the traffic regula-
tors.

Some of the more remote park-
ing areas on the base are over two
miles from where the “show line”
of aireraft will be located, he said,
s0 several base vehicles will serve
as a shuttle service to and from
the more distant parking areas.
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Can you guess which air show formation is which?
The answers are listed below the diagrams of the formations. Just match the right
answer to the right formation and you could win one of five $100 gift certificates
to any of the retail advertisers in this section.
I_ Westover Air Show Contest jl
I OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM I
| RuLES i
I No Purchase Necessary. 1
1.To enter, fill out the official entry form with your name, address, city, state, zip code =
| and daytime phone number, The ad you select from the Westover Air Show section + i i <+ + ++i++ |
I must be attached. Mail to: Westover Air Show, Union-News, P.0O. Box 9026, Spring- + |
1 field, MA 01102. Only one entry per person and one ad per entry. 4 b I
2. All entries become the property of the Union-News and must be received by Wednes- : 4 ]
E day, August 1. The Union-News is not responsible for late, lost or misdi mail. Diagram A Diagram B :
3. Contest is open to all adults, 18 years of age or older, except employees of the Union- o e s
| News and Sunday Republican and their immediate families. Void where prohibited or +++++ |
| restricted by law. 4 e <o e |
| 4. Five winners of $100 gift certificates to selected advertisers frum ﬂu! Westover Air + + L‘i"“ + |
| Show section will be chosen in a random drawing from all entries received. Winners : : |
| mﬂﬁl;le t:utlﬁed by phone. One prize awarded to an individual or household. No prize Dmgrm:n C Diagram D |
substitutions.
| 5. For a list of prize winners, send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to Prize Winners " |
I Iéist, ‘I:gsrgv;& Air Show, Union-News Promotion Department, 1860 Main Street, ._-_.p:_.i l_"-f_"i;‘&: ++++ e |
pringfield, 01101. :
| 8. Upon submitting an entry, all winners agree to publication of their names and/or %+ e A I !
I photographs without additiun_a] :*::umpenaalinn. - Diagram E Diagram F | J
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Berlin Airhift
part of history

Book shows misston of air base
“touched area, corners of world

By BRIAN MELLEY

CHICOPEE — In 1948, while
American planes landed around
the clock to deliver essential sup-
plies in blockaded West Berlin,
one Westover pilot was also drop-
ping candy to kids.

The pilot's brainchild sparked
the “essence of the Berlin Airlift”
contends Dr. Frank Faulkner, au-
thor of “Westover: Man, Base and
Mission.”

While Douglas C-54s landed in
the city every three minutes to de-
liver coal, food, and medicine to
the people of West Berlin, the
pilot, Lt. Gail 8. Halvorsen, decid-
ed the German children outside
Templehof Airport needed some
swoels,

Halvorsen tied small bags of
candy to parachutes he made
from handkerchiefs. He revealed
his identity by rocking his wings
back and forth and soon became
known as “Uncle Wiggly Wings,”
and the “Candy Bomber."

® &k K

Halvorsen's initiative received
great publicity in the States, and
the city of Chicopee, under Mayor
Edward Bourbeau, became the
1.8, headquarters for the “little
vittles” program.

Cloth for parachutes, handker-
chiefs, ribbon and Life Savers
poured into the city with donations
irom around the country. Students
at Elms College and at Springfield
and Chicopee schools volunteered
time to make the “candychutes.”

By the end of the airlift, approx-
imately 100,000 parachutes of
cimdy were prepared in Chicopee,
and 18 tons of candy had been
fiown from Westover Air Force
Base to be dropped over Berlin.

“Operation Little Vittles" is de-

tailed in Faulkner's book, which

traces the history of Westover
from the 1926 seeds of its con-
struction to the present and ties
the base's significance to world
events.

The Galaxy Community Council
is selling Faulkner's book to raise
funds for anniversary events at
Westover. The book will be sold at
the air show, at local bookstores.
and at branches of Ludlow Savings
Bank.

® % *

Faulkner, the civilian execulive
officer at Westover AFB, says he
was inspired to write the book
after seeing the size of crowds that
turned out for the two-day Westoy-
er air show in 1987.

That show, which attracted 350 -
000 people, was called by local his-
torian and associate publisher of
the Springlield Newspapers, Rich-
ard (? Garvey, “the largest public
evgnt in the history of Western
Mass." Faulkner terms that event
the “Woodstock of Western Mass.”

The size of the crowd showed
Faulkner there “was a tremendous
outpouring of public support” for
Westover and gave him the oppor-
tunity to meet some of the people
who had served as soldiers or as

civilian employees at the base.

It also oceurred to Faulkner
that no history of Westover — for
public usage — had ever been
written.

® & %

Faulkner has spent the last Lwo
years researching and wriling the
book in his spare time. His duties
and growing responsibilities ai the
base keep him busy more than
eight hours a day, and his book is
the result of many late night
sessions.

Having been a journalist for 16
years, Faulkner is no stranger to
spending late hours hammering
away at a keyboard. Before taking
his position at Westover he was a
reporter and then city editor for
The Daily News in Springfield,
which has since been merged with
the Morning Union to become the
Union-News.

During his tenure at the newspa-
per, Faulkner worked toward
earning his bachelor’s, master’s,
and doctoral degrees at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts. He made

it through all three programs in 10/
years, and took time off from his
newspaper work only when he was
working on his doctoral disserta-
tion.

Faulkner's own fascination with
Continued on Page W-19

‘CONGRATULATIONS WESTOVER

ON YOUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY
(5, Greater Media
7 Cable

16 AMES AVE., CHICOPEE

i

4
e
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BASE HISTORY — Author Frank Faulkner with copy of “Westover: Man, Base and Mission.”

CIERPIAL MEMORIAL HOMES

Serving the community for 36 years

Funeral Director
Ronald D. Cierpial

598-8573

61 Grape Street
Chicopee, MA

69 East Street
Chicopee Falls, MA

592-5171

R, N

If you lived to tell about it,

tell about it!
Descendants will be grateful.

REMEMBRANCE

V J D = O

7 HADLEY STREET SOUTH HADLEY, MA 01075

2 PRICE
3 DAY SPECIAL

PROFESSIONALLY
INSTALLED
GUTTER

NO LEAKS

NO JOINTS
NO SCRAPING
NO JOINT

(413 5361040

CONNECTORS

NO UNSIGHTLY
BRACKETS

NO PRIMING
NO PAINTING
NO PATCHING
NO ROTTING
NO RUST

NO WORRY

i WHITE OR BROWN
1st Fioor Installed
$ 1 ‘oFEH DOWNSPOUT ONLY
WITH PURCHASE OF
FOOT COMPLETE JOB
SEAMLESS ALUMINUM
GUTTER and DOWNSPOUT
MANUFACTURED ON THE JOB SITE
at a price YOU CAN AFFORD
B We otfer heavy gauge aluminum
white and brown finish
B & Colors Available
B We also clean and repair gutiers
B FPrice based on complete
jobs only 100" Minimum

For A FREE No Obligstion Estimale
CALL

536-7451
MR. GUTTER

740 HIGH ST., HOLYOKE

With
Seamless
Aluminum
Gutter




Mission touched
corners of world

Continued from Page W-18

Westover Air Force Base origi-
nates from a childhood in the Six
Corners neighborhood in Spring-
field watching C-54s, B-36s and B-
525 almost conslantly overhead
after their takeoffs and before
their landings at Westover, about
six miles away.

In the preface to his book
Faulkner recalls his attitude
growing up in the shadows of the
great planes.

One night he and his [riends
witnessed a “rolling explosion six
milez away” that “for nearly five
minutes . . . torned the night into a
bright red sunset.”

He says he thought it was an
atomic bomb explosion and that
“life in Springlield would end
within minutes. [ don't remember
being [rightened. We were re-
signed to our fate, because we had
been raised knowing Westover
AFB was one of the most impor-
tant bases in the world.”

The flames Faulkner saw on
June 27, 1958, were a KC-135 fuel
tanker jet that struck the Mas-
sachusetts Turnpike and crashed
into farmland. The 15 crew mem-
bers and journalists aboard the
plane that was on a record-settin
non-stop mission to England ansl
return perished.

In the book the crash is de-
seribed by Kaz Machowski, who at
the age of 12 witnessed the flam-
ing wreckage in his back yard.

Many thousands were raised,
like Faulkner and Machowski,
near the base with the same
belief; and the local loyalty to
Westover is illustrated by the
highly classified secrets kept by
those who worked at Westover.

Despite the fact that a portion
of the base was buill to store and
repair nuclear weapons, and two
other highly classified projects
were related to Westover, “There
is no public record of security
breaches ... coming out of West-
over AFB," says Faulkner.

Faulkner's book includes a
chapier on the base’s namesake,
General Oscar Westover, who
Faulkner credits with fighting the
War Department during the pre-
World War II years, for the all-
metal fighters and strategic
bombers that proved instrumental
in winning World War I

Because Gen. Westover was
killed in a crash in 1938, shorily
before the start of the war,
Faulkner says he is often over-
looked in history books, and credit
for his initiatives toward bailding
American air power is often given
to his successor, Henry “Hap”®
Arnold.

It was Arnold who decided to
name the new base — or “[ield”
as air bases were then called
for Westover, his former superior
officer, mentor and close friend.

General Westover's greatest
contribution, Faunlkner says, was
pushing for the development and
then buying the now-legendary B-
17 “Flying Fortress” bomber for
the then U.S. Army Air Corps.

The general, Faulkner says,
“fought like hell to buy 12. The
LS. bought 12,000, ultimately.”

Faulkner's book covers a wide
variety of issues ranging from
how the city of Chicopee was cho-
sen as the site for the base, to

e T

Westover AFB's tole in World
War II, the Berlin Airlift, Strateg-

ic Air Command during the Cuban P3

missile crisis, and during the Viet-
nam War, right up to its current
status as the nation's largest Air
Force Reserve base.

“Westover; Man, Base, and Mis-
sion” covers all bases, even if
briefly. It is packed with amusing
anecdotes, interesting piclures,
apd an informative narrative.

Fuonding for the book, published
by Hungry Hill Press of Spring-
field, was provided by the Galaxy
Community Council, which will
use any profits to pay for the
appearance of some of the vintage
aircraft at Westover's 50th anni-
versary air show this weekend.
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“UNCLE WIGGLY WINGS" — Lt. Gail 8. Halversen became famous for air drops of candy to children

outside Templehof Airport in West Germany.

PROUD...you

AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION
CHAPTER 164
COMMEMORATIVE AWARD

‘g‘g‘i‘&'

Presented (o the Family of
Former Mayor

ANTHONY J. STONINA

City of Chicopee, 1930-1939

IN RECOGNITION OF HIS INITIATIVE, DEDICATION
AND PERSERVERANCE IN SECURING WESTOVER AFB
IN THE CITY OF CHICOPEE IN THE YEAR 1940,

i

PRESENTED BY: -
MAJOR JOHN 5. SOUTHREY CHAFTER
AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION, CHAFTER 164
WESTFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

APRIL 7, 199G

JIM SMITH
Leasing

MATHIS OLDS

= BUICK: FAPILIAC _—

BILL PIERSOL
Used Ca: Mye.

Sales

67 E)-c_changé-étreé-t-.maﬁicdﬁ.ee. Mass. 594-3811

From |-81 Take Chicopee Exit, Right On Center 5t.. To Light Onto West 5t., Down West SL To Its End

FRANK BRUND
Lales

..of ANTHONY J. STONINA...
Founder of WESTOVER and
MATHIS OLDSMOBILE - BUICK - CADILLAC! |
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FICE CAPLTD

CHICOPEE, WA
MAMAGER

S04 50s1

AUTO BODY SUPPLIES AND PAINT

ATBOARTEIVE - mDUISTivAL  MARIME

EAET HAMTFORD, CY
[EY -1

FLABMVILLE ©F
Tar 8

Fel 13 F34-Ta03 Espari Erguasing

AWARDS CO.

TEOPHIES - FLACHLES - MEIDALL
IAFRIMTED SPECIALTILY

A Liwte Bt

JEFF BARBEAL Spe inglarld, Mass, 1108

dayga printing

42 wpringfleld sirect
feeding hills, massachuscits 01030

A18 - THS- 1229
gerry oreuil

— . MAIR STYLES
=y .} BY TONY

.-I &
1205 Parker 51
Springfiald, MA 01129
Phone: TB2-9843

Heurs: Mon. thru Wed 830 AM. Ia5PM
Thurs & Fri B30 AM. 1o B P A
Sal BOOAM od P M

b0 BT BTRELT
SRRSO LD MRAE
PO T3 S48

SBE0 DT BIRELF
s TERE Mk
FHORE 533 #411

Oiver Auts Body Co.. Tuc.

7T WIREYSOR S1REET 218 FOUNTN BT i CORE STREET
WY SPEORT LD MAES  PITIIHLD MRS HOSTHAMPEOs MASE

PO R R FeCa 89 R PCN] S 1E

DASAP, INC.

Mobile Homa Salas

1 75D WO

r:.'l‘fo.tﬁin .:-"1-;}.';9 & 'jtfz

IRIL BALES S TALLATICN, PACGE L M NTERASCE
» F HLSICENTIAL - COMUERCIAL

18 SOSITHWICH STREET

WILLIAM B WOSHEN FEEOING HALLE, WA 0103G

*Your Home Care
& Medical Supply
Specialist”
| 24 Hour Emergancy Service |

smiield

cxygen

ales
31 Main St.
Chicopee, MA 01021

313 TOLBA CIRCLE
CHeCOHPTE. 64K D030

Call For Free Brochure
1-800-462-5556

(413) 504-2121

PAUL L HOULE, G.R.I.
Call us for new multiple family
homes in the Chicope area.

E

CHICOFE RERIDEWCE
473 B33 BA2T YN ERE-R1 28

65 Agawam Shopping Center
Agawam, MA 01101
(413)786-1954

Duiion-Sooses: Fononed S, i

305 State Steee! - Springlield, MA 01108
Telophone (413) T33-2120

ALFRED J. GAY
Ronald T. Bradlay  Prasident James C. Gay

Talaphons (413} 735 9645

CIRELLI INC.

Healing Dils & Sefnce

A Cantral Sireel

Jdoseph A Caelh Spragheld MA G104

Sounds of
MUSIC

TG

“hn Tomr i2h The Times

1 Bowin Erg Bradge Cicch

Agwwam, Maga. 01007
413 - THS-ATID

RICHIE MITNICK, - OWNER

) ULIRLLAL

Hayboards nc

We ol Moved
3} Page Bivd, Sphid
TEL {413} TA1-R233

WICHARD L SBANTORE

KELL/ s

LI A NATON

AR WARPLRTATT

WL OETATE NV SAFTE BOY e SPEAGCHELD ek B RS
FELEPY SR paum FAF 1A

* Criminal Defense Investigations

FRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL
(413)789-9731
220-87048 or 499-8240

BLEGANCIA

GIFTS & COLLECTIBLES
Cynthia Saleh

Market Place
LIGS Masm Srwet. Spoimglield, MA D00
1A TA-A1T

BAYSTATE
COBELER
Baystate West
1500 MAIN 5T, SPFLD. MA
Ti9-0508 01115
Camplate Shos

Saddies, FMarnassas, Fardbegs, Tippers,
Sparts Equepmant, Jashaly, All Leathar
Goods, Bhiles Shansess]

ksl D'Ovazhs, Peoprighod

TELEPHOMNE T38-4687

THE DONUT HOUSE
RETAIL & WHOLESALE
DONUTS & PASTRIES FRESH DALY
COFFEE BAHR = ITALLAN BREAD

HUNZIC SANTANEELLD
OWHNER

T09 MAIN STREET
WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA

CHUCK’S
SIGN Co.

AL RGNS WSDIE
RLUMRNATED RIGNG PG TROIG
MAGRNE P RGNS VERSCLI L TR

AL LIS POAT LTI v

TEL: 5820710 v ceemoumsT Cocoree wass  CHUCK MARTINS
m— e e e ket e 4 e S

nf/sere

LEN MERCIERI
FRESIDENT

PO, Bou 4099

&1 South Ofices Park

AR Bt Cobambas Ave.

T Speingleld, MA 01101

1913) 725088
Fax (413) T20-0672

For all your cleaning needs
Fassgential & Commarcia

PARK CLEANERS, INC.

Personalized Service Since 1835

282 Allan Stroed
Sopringfiotd, MA 01108

Bob Takorsan
413-TI6-54T6

PHONE (213)

Falix's Auto Ropalr & Towing

All Types of Repairs

L, Gld SUMNER AVENUE
3‘:—- FELIX DE CESARE SPRINGFIELD, MASS OV11R
L=

Apprvred Tesw Foal Host Siraagr

Spevialty Yarme & Sports Center, le

Fishing. Ski & Marine Accessories
Complete Parts & Sales ® Service

2w Thelem Park [ipges Sireed
Chieenis. SMA

ATLAS

AT

WORLD TRAVEL.

CYNTHIA M. KARUKIN
PRESIDENT

Aw Sea Land
32 CENTER STHEET
CHICOPEE, MA. 1013
(4131 592-4171

Cock W The Wain, fnc.

CLAIRE L. MELSOM
BRMDAL COMSULTANT

712 BLISE ROAD

LONGMEADOW, MAES. 01108 TEL, S&T 5089

PHOME TI4-581%

Camerota Auto Parts & Sales, Inc.

SaE TIE - TROWBLE - MOKEY
USED PAATS OF ALy TYPL4
LaTE WSOl WREC=S QuR BPECIALTY

SERWRG NEW T WL AND
SNCT 1R

28 CHARDLER STREET
SPRINGFIELD MaSS 01104

Adan LAnGs s
Progenastos

e Enfieid, CT
1413} 739-2800 (203]748-2457

T DM CHUT ML L LS & RASE
1633 hbamodial Direg
% rilp Roth of MoDonakds &l Jamss Siresl)
Chicopes, WMassschusalls 01030
415364581

RAVES MW~ SAVES TIME Gaorgs Hasaaar

TTh Libarly Streel
Springlebd, MA

SHOWROOM HOURS
Monday-Salurday
——— 11:00-5:00

LET'S| IT 'CM_EINETS

Rbetarion 237 6999
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Spring & Fall Clean-up
General Landscaping
Free Estimates
Fully Insurad

MAC SERVICES
Kevin Cawlay Dan Mason
789-4502 T736-4837

Bk, (4130 THE-ATE0
ArE 4138 THE-5954

A-C-E Aute Kody

IO FRAE &P

A Maas KT
A WA G0

W ELET W AT

MARLENE & AUBREY

e LI T Y
RESIDENCE $33-3558

4‘ EROCHU REAL ESTATE AGENCY

T GRATTAN STREFT « CHFEE., MATRACHUSETTS SHE] « 13 338011

Waddings * Partas ¢ Aedgaul OCCEs=0ns » Spacial Evants
Wit Voarpooks * Bar Mitovahs = Buseness Productions

Zasco TELEPRODUCTIONS
Michasl W. Zaskey = Wiliam M. Zaskoy
Edmond J. Caejek, Jr
11 Loods Sirps Chicopes, MA 01013
(413) 592-6616

Foust Camaras » AH Aol Egbing + Mo * Degelal Specal Edects
Crpbesinn & Graphs v Winsisgs Autg » 'Yieo Pram

PAVING SPECIALIST
M.J. Theriault
CONSTRUCTION

(813} 536-30%2 FIALLY IWNSURED

CHICOPEL, WA DID1Y

“Whera One Call Doas It All”

TIP-TOP-CONSTRUCTION
Brick * Block ® Stone ® Flagsione ® Fireplaces
Stucco * Ceilings ® Retaining Walls ® Steps
- WHERE QUALITY IS OUR MOTTO -
Garages ® Patio Decks ® Carpentry

Restoration - Renovation :
Commercial & Residentizl — 10% Senior Citizen Disc.

532-7824 538-9151

SILVER SPOON DAY CARE, INC
L] CATERING TO CHILIMEN AND THEIR FAMILIES
q- CHILDAEN AGED I TEARS 8 MONTHS TO 7 YEARS
PROFESSIONALLY TRAINED STAFF
DEVELDPMENT AL AFFROACH
OFEH YEAR BOUND & 30 AM - 530 P

DIANNE OHDREICK THEROLIX

1974 WESTOVER RUAD CIICOPEE, MA 01022
500-55209

JOHN L. TALOUMIS INS.
Service Chicopee Genter
For Over Twenty-Five Years

47 Exchange S1. 594-9280

Chicopee, MA 01013

5340741

A. 6. LAFLAMME JR.
PLUNBING £ WEATING
(REW WORK & RENOOELIRG)
{KITERENS £ BATRS)
GRS PIPING  533-6092 AL LAFLANMNE JR
PRAINS CLEANED LIC. #20282 CNICOPEE, MASS.

FIONEER VALLEY MODEL A FORD, INC.
CAROLYN, ALLEN & DENNIE PAUL

COMPLETE ENGINE BEBUILDING

MODEL A°
PARTE AND BERVICE

e B

& \5}?:\

ARG ESAONALE

1T TILEGRAPH AVE
CHICOPTE. MARE 01030

T WAITTON 5T
CHICOFELD, bk vy
A13 S3880T1
tCni. ol Bidige & Monicaksg
MW — VR EE SAT B3

MICRO

BUSINESS FORMS COMPANY
CUSTOM COMPUTER FORMS
PO BOX 22, CHICOPEE, MA DHEN

TEL #03-554- F¥i FAE 413 -\.u.l-ﬁa_w;

Voss
Real
Estate Inc.

Faamisrial  Comeeruisl | nduriest

RICHARD E. VOS5

Cratmpis (9t DOT Colags Suset -
Cretoges Wmaachusems J1000 Teschons. §37.7084 . 837 8278
LERE 5]

DISCOUNT
CARPET CENTER

“"Tha Bagt For Lasa™
HOME & OFFICE SHOPMNG
SBA- 1540

108 Fusss 51.

INSLRANCE AGERCY
John E. Potter *
) Caupch Sieced
Chicopee. WA (PN}
A% VRE ) N

Fax 418 WaL-TI2S

NTERIOR EXTERIOR

E STEVE'S PAINTING
STEVE HUARD

B4 QUAATUS STREET
CHICOPEE. W&

533-7891

LucLerc Bros, Inc.
LT - EREmiO e

QNLEY AUTO g

DENNIS PALUL

144 nhll"l N AT

FAST FOOD RESTGURHNT
Take Out Orders
Please Call
(413) 536-7482

(413) 536-7532

Telephone (415) T13-8439

The Worthington Coin Co.

Buying and Selling /5. and Foreign Coins,
Bullion, Diamondy, Jewelry and Collectibles

Buuce J. Muien 132 Worthingion 54
Profestiong] Numiematiss  Springficld, Mass. 07 103

TITO'S AUTO SALES
PERSOMALLY SELECTED QURLITY
CARS, VANS & TAUCKS

1F MONTH - 07,000 WILE WARRANTY
AVARLABLE OM EVERY CAR

FIMAMC NG AVALASE
LW RATES

7 CHICOPLL 5T
CHCOPEE, 18
S 5574

Lacasse

HEATING & COOLING SUPPLY, INC.
555 South Canal Sireal
Holyoke, Mass, 01040

{813} SIE-A000 Mawce M. Lacasss

Public Adjuster
of Fire Losses

Seniing property owners snee (971

sy Aty ww Fred by o
s i 10 promie) Fup e Rar s
e gty o bt (P B
PreRaL SETm AR o e 1
CHRITLEL et PRPATE 441 1
LR 1134 Fm gy g e
g Ty that - st . i il
Sirtitgs T4 1 ARy Mok
e i st G P ke

24 hr.

Telaphane Robert J.
s Morlarty

{4 1 3‘,] 323 Cold Spring Avenue
T32.TT24 PO Bow 1153

Wist Springficsd, MA 011090
Cut-al:-Tewn

L b Fox
CALL COLLECTI . SR

- ek

Il Tel (413)533-7a95

g Foepacs M
& Commaproal My Wik
oy 3

WESTBROOK MASONARY COMPANY
WINDELL WESTERODN

LT = finders |

The Professional Cheice

Sarah E. Dailey 155 Maple 5t., Suite 403

e Springfield, MA 01105
Administrator 213-131.5888

413-T31-4965 (FAX)

I Private Duty Care and Staff Relie! For Hospitals Or
fl Mursing Home

CLAD - CASEMENT - CEDAR
WANDOWS - PATIO - DOORS

STANLEY INSULATED
STEEL DOOR SYSTEMS

POLAR

Louis Bouchard - Dist.
77 Olea St Chicopes MA 01020

R ¢ D Ascccate

F437 Columbe 51
Chaopss MA Q1020

Tl (4033 W90 1029
Wan, {400 B8 TTHE

EDWARD |. MOYMIHAN
Frevdes

AALS, blll'l.l'r_]

Bua Phonwe 5545041

Satg

MICROFILMING AND RECORDS STORAGE
CONSULTIMG

ad=ed . Jecbowali 4 Maadow 5t

| Crezopes. MA D13
Phoee 213517 4448

MINER PAINTING
& ROOFING

INTERSOR A& EXTERIOA SPECIALIST
10 YEARS EXPERIENCE

DAV MNER 413] S33-0481
CONTRACTOR HOLYORE, WA 01040

« Inferior & Exterior Painfing  « General Repairs

+ Roofing = Very Heal

« Storm Windows = Fully Insured

= Gutters = Referonces

+ Gutter Cleaning « Senior Citizen Discount
+ Free Extimales

533-0481
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JUST VISITING — Westover Air Force Base was a temporary home

for FB-111s while the runway at Pease AFB was resurfaced in June

1985.

HERCULES — The 439th Tactical Airlift Wing brought C-130 Hercules turboprop transport planes to!

‘

Westover Air Force Base.

Westover: l
Planes for |

all seasons

HuKelLau |

705 Memurml Dr.. Chlcupee

i e
P vkt

MARAUDER — Westover Air Force Base was a school for fighter pilots and bomber crews during

World War II, including the B-26 Marauder.

e e
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B

Postal, Business and Communication Services

MAIL BOXES ETC. USA

1981 Memorial Drive « Chicopee, MA 01020
Wishes to congratulate Westover Airforce Base

WE'RE MUCH MORE THAN A MAILBOX!

For further info: 539-9112 1Fax 538-5144

593-5222 = 593-5223
WESTERM MASS, PREMIERE
DINING THEATRE
LOOK TO US FOR THE STARS!

now appearing...

JAN & DEAN

Date to be announced

FRANKIE AVALON

Sept. 22, 5:30 & 9:30 %25

CHIPPENDALES
Oct. 12 & 13, 6 & 10, $25

Don’t Forget Our Famous Specials!
3 BOILED LOBSTERS $14.95
1 LB. PRIME RIB $7.95
ALL YOU CAM EAT BUFFET
$9.95

2 LBS. OF SHRIMP $9.95
{call for reservations & restrictions)

ASK ABOUT OUR HOME DELIVERY!

STARZYK

FUNERAL HOME INC.

81 Center St.
Chicopee

Serving Chicopee Since 1929

592-2144

Practice is over and you'ra on, Now

your achions counl. And you'ra proud. You're
iﬂml?ﬁﬂ'ﬂ special and so is your leam.

The Coast Guard

It's a place where you can pecom-

phigh a lol, Right away, Every day...becausa
the missions of the Coast Guard maltter

as much in peacelime a5 in limes ol con-
fick. Bo whin you join, you're in, And on;
Saving lives, stopping illegal drug smug=
glers, protecting the environment,
ensuring the salely of our porls and
harbars d much more.
So join the Coast Guard today,
Because praclicd is over, and if's fime

you were part ol the action, Now.
Cafll Coltect (113) TRE-0324,

In the award-winning tradition of Michael's, we are proud
to introduce our chef, Michael Beriau. A Gold Medal
Winner in the 1988 Culinary Olympics, Michael brings with
him a bounty of awards as well as a deserved reputation
as one of America’s most outstanding chefs.

Join us soon for luncheon or dinner.

Michael's makes every occasion special.

MICHAEL'S

85 Montcalm Street, Chicopee, MA
Luncheon: Tuesday thru Friday, 11,30 - 200  Dinner: Wednesday thru Saturday, 530 - %30
Reservations Recommended (413) 532-2350




It's not just a

plane old birthday.
It’s your

5077

CONGRATULATIONS,
WESTOVER
x Union-News
I | Sumdan Republican I II




SUNDAY REPUBLICAN, JULY 22, 1990

What covers two acres, and has 175 sprinklers?

By TED LaBORDE

WESTOVER AIR FORCE BASE
— The arrival three years ago of
the giant C-5A Galaxy jet trans-
port spurred more than $48 mil-
lion in base renovations, including
a two-acre $17.5 million hangar.

The hangar, needed to perform
de-icing and preventive mainte-
nance on the aircraft, was the
‘largest of the projects.

Other work included installation
of a new aircralt fueling system,
extension of the runway apron,
and refurbishment of several
existing hangars and buildings.

The first of 16 C-5As arrived in
October 1987, and construction of
the massive hangar, large enough
to house two aircraft, started in
August 1988.

The structure was completed
earlier this year and put into full
service in April.

Blount Construction Group of
Montgomery, Ala.. received the
contract under the supervision of
the Army Corps of Engineers. De-
sign work was completed by Lev
Zetlin Associates of New York
City.

Work is continuing al a former
hangar adjacent to the new one

for partial enclosure of C-53 for
maintenance and repairs.

The C-5 has a wing span of 222
feet. It is 248 feet long, and 65
feet tall at the tip of its tail. It
weighs 347,000 pounds unloaded;
and its gross weight, loaded, is
780,000 pounds,

The new hangar can totally con-
tain one aircraft and all but the
last 20 feet of tail sections of two
C-5s,

The building is designed as a
pull-through hangar, which allows
maintenance crews to tow the
craft into the building on one side
and out through the other for de-

icing operations in winter.

Base Civil Engineer Leroy Clink
said the building is heated by the
base’'s steam plant. The six steel
doors, weighing 45 tons each, are
operated by electric motors.
Approximately 3,000 tons of struc-
tural steel comprise the framing
system of the metal hangar.

Fire protection in the building
includes 175 autornatic sprinkiers,
with three fire pumps each rated
at 4,500 gallon per minute. The
fire alarm system includes rate
compensated heat deteclors, com-
bination infra-red/ultra violet de-
tectors, manual pull stations,

horns, water flow switches and
tamper switches,

The detectors are capable of re-
sponding to a JP-4 jet fuel fire at
a distance of 150 feet within five
seconds.

The water storage tank for the
fire protection system contains
469,000 gallons of water, enough
to [ill 18 average-sized in-ground
swimming pools.

A detergent system for washing
the aireraft can dispense 30
gallons per minute.

Construction of the building
took 18 months and involved 100
different types of tradesmen.
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COMLES TO
WESTOVER

e sure to visit the special Pontiac Display at Westover's International Air Show.
See Pontiac’s great, new show-stopping models.. new Grand Prix, Sunbird
Convertibles and the new Trans Sport.

DON’T MISS THE BIG SHOW ON THE GROUND
WHEN YOU VISIT THE BIG SHOW IN THE AIR.

WATCH FOROUR EXTRA SPECIAL SALE
OF THE 4-DOOR PONTIAC GRAND PRIX.

Now. you can own one of 25 spedal Grand Prix
supplied for the use of pilots during this historic event, Each
vehicle carries Pontiac’s full new car, 50,000 mile warranty
and is available to you at a very spedial

AIR SHOW DISCOUNT PRICE
PLUS A $2,000 REBATE!

Ask about money-saving GMAC Financing.
Pontiac, The Official Westover Air Show Car. % M W
See your Western Mass Pontiac Dealer for details. /

Burke-Whitaker Fedor Pontiac Don Lorenz, Inc. Orr Pontiac Bob Pion Pontiac | Regency Pontiac Riggs Pontiac University

. Pontiac 228 Nosthampten Street 369 Federal Street 104l Street 920 Frons Street % Springfield Street 207 5. Main Street Motors
200 Herth King Street Eastharmpton, MA Greenfield, MA Springfield, MA Chicopee. MA Weszhield, MA Palmer MA 713 College Soeet
Northampton. MA S27-4461 72024 TEL1677 508537 F68-9555 2£3-3401 Amherst. MA
584-1883 2535252
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