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Wing confronts the unexpected during CCE

By Capt. Rick Dyer T E T T
and MSgt. Larry Lentz ' i

Call it Westover West, Plattsburgh,
or a forward operating base.

Whatever the name, Plattsburgh
AFB, N.Y. became home for 368
members of the 439th Tactical Airlift
Wing during the November UTA.

The Reservists, and 13 C-130 air-
craft, were mobilized and deployed
to the upstate New York installation
for a Combat Capability Exercise.

It marked the first time in recent
history that unit members were ac-
tually dispatched to a forward operat-
ing area during a CCE.

~ The hectic, two-day evaluation, a

“tune-up for the Operational Readi-
ness Inspection that the 439th will
face next spring, found Wing officials
wrestling with adverse weather con-
ditions and mechanical problems.

Some major schedule changes and
several skycrane helicopters ultim-
ately taught the exercise planners
that the unexpected is to be expected
during drills of this type.

When poor weather conditions
forced the cancellation of night-time
personnel airdrops at Plattsbrugh Sat-
urday, those aerial missions were re-
scheduled for Westover the following
afternoon.

Westover's drop zone was to be
used for heavy cargo drops earlier on
Sunday, and Wing officials were con-
cerned that the DZ could not be
cleared of the cargo loads in time to
accommodate the landing of 21 Army
Special Forces paratroopers from Fort
Devens, Mass.

At that point, Lt. Col. Jerold
Budinoff of the 337th Tactical Airlift
Squadron contacted the 208th Trans-

~ portation Company of the Conn.

- -Army National Guard at Bradley In- ; X
ternational Airport. Heavy cargo drops were just a small part of November UTA’s CCE.

continued on page 5 (USAF photo by SSgt. Sandi Michon)
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Merry Cristmas,
Happy Chanukah!

We approach that special holiday season that al-
ways holds out such hope for us. It is a time of lights,
and colorful decorations, and big crowds out shop-
ping, of extra time with family and friends, of grac-
ious meals, and the giving of gifts. It's a busy time,
filled with shopping, and mailing out cards to friends
and loved ones. Folks seem warmer, friendlier. These
things are all a part of the delight of this special time
of year.

And these good gifts of the season, if we are
thoughtful, call us to ask from whence they come.
Whence such joy, such hopefulness, such celebration,
such brightening of life with light and color and
grace? This question reminds us that "holiday"
means ''Holy Day,'" a day set apart for remembering
and celebrating the gifts of God for his people. Those
who celebrate Chanakah remember with delight the
cleansing and rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem
after its defilement by Antiochus of Syria, and in that
remembering delight in the freedom for faithful wor-
ship of God. Those who celebrate the birth of Jesus
find in him the saving presence of God for humanity.

This Holy Day season calls us to be attentive to
the deepest need of the human spirit, the need to be in
relationship to God. May your Holiday be deeply
rooted in the grace of Holy Day! Merry Christmas!

Happy Chanukah! 1st. Lt. Richard L. Miesel

Wing Commander’s message

By Brig. Gen. Jack P. Ferguson

Since 1973, four times as many Americans have died in drunk driv-
ing crashes as were killed in Vietnam. Nearly 1,000,000 more are
maimed or seriously injured. These tragic facts, compiled by the Profes-
sional Insurance Agents of Connecticut, are frightening indeed — fright-
ening enough, I hope, to prevent reservists from driving while intoxi-
cated.

During the upcoming holiday season, I ask reservists to be particu-
larly aware of our nations drunk driving epidemic and take precautions
to avoid involving themselves or family members in an alcohol-related
crash. :

In addition to stiff DWI laws, a drunk driver runs other risks includ-
ing that of committing vehicular homicide — a needless and enduring
tragedy that affects the lives of many innocent surviving family mem-
bers and friends.

Lets all have a happy and safe holiday season by refraining from
driving after drinking and preventing from doing so.

Holiday brightened

The goodwill of the 439th Infor-
mational Systems Squadron will
help fill the soup pots of a Holyoke
shelter for the homeless.

For the third Christmas season in
a row, squadron members col-
lected money and non-perishable
foodstuffs for Kate's Kitchen dur-
ing the December UTA. The Hol-
yoke shelter for the homeless and
soup kitchen is operated by the Sis-
ters of Providence who keep the
doors open to the underprivileged
24 hours a day.

Change in reimbursement

Reservists who travel while on
duty for less than 24 hours will no
longer be automatically reimbursed
for meals, regardless of whether they
are actually purchased.

To be reimbursed it is necessary to
list each meal on the travel voucher.
It must include the type of meal —
breakfast, lunch or supper — and
the city in which it was purchased.

The name of the restaurant is not nec- "(‘3

essary.
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Maintenance NCO r|sks life, helps f0|I hijacking

By MSgt. Marshall Hathaway

A Westover Reservist risked his life
and helped foil a would-be hijacker
during the Wing's Volant Oak de-
ployment last spring at Howard AFB,
Panama.

MSgt. Otho T. Milbourne of the
439th Consolidated Aircraft Mainten-
ance Squadron was on active duty
with his unit in Panama when a gun-
weilding man entered the Howard
passenger terminal.

The hijacker, a Panamanian, held
the people in the terminal as hostages
and demanded that a C-130 fly him
elsewhere.

Security police at the base sur-
rounded the building and sharp-
shooters positioned themselves on
nearby roof tops. The tense situation
remained a stalemate for more than
six hours, until Howard officials con-
trived a plan to trick the gunman.

Negotiators informed the hijacker
that a C-130 parked outside of the
terminal would be readied for his
use. They requested volunteers to
""pre-flight'’ the aircraft.

Sergeant Milbourne came forward.
The plane was just 200 feet away
~ from the terminal, and police officials
feared that the NCO might be taken
hostage or exposed to gun fire.

The Westover Reservist went
through the motions of preparing the
plane. With a power cart hooked up
to the aircraft, and all its flashing

MSgt. Otho Milbourne, 439th CAMS, helped outwit sky_]acker at Howard AFB,

Panama.

lights operating, the gunman was
convinced that his demands were
met.

While Sergeant Milbourne was still
working on the aircraft, the hijacker
left the terminal and approached the
C-130. The maintenance NCO was
unarmed, and in the line of fire.

When the hijacker reached the
plane’s tail section, he was appre-
hended by waiting security police.
No shots were fired, and Howard of-
ficials credited Sergeant Milbourne

(USAF photo by Capt. Philip Weber)

with playing a major role in the cap-
ture.

"Things happened so quickly the
danger of it all never dawned on me,"’
the jet engine mechanic said later.
""Only after things settled down did I
realize that the guy could have gone
berserk. Still, I felt good about my
role in it."

Air force officials apparently did,
too. Sergeant Milbourne has been
nominated to receive an award for his
bravery.

Naval Reservist Boatswam Mate 3rd
™ Class Gilbert Royers learns first hand
N how to properly ‘effect an arrest’ from

TSgt. Kevin Heath.
(USAF photo by MSgt. Larry Lentz

Wing law enforcement section
helping to teach sea students

Members of the Wing's law en-
forcement section again have traded
their handcuffs and nightsticks for
blackboards and lesson plans. They're
back in the role of teachers and are
instructing another class of Naval Re-
servists in law enforcement theory
and techniques.

The 12 student Master-in-Arms, the
Navy's equivalent of security police,
are members of the Reserve unit sta-
tioned at Westover. During eight
UTAs, they will receive a combina-
tion of classroom and field training in
such areas as accident investigation;
search and seizure; apprehension and
detention; traffic control; and safety

and security procedures.

""This unique arrangement mutual-
ly serves the Navy and the Air
Force," explains MSgt. Charles Ma-
ligno, NCOIC. "The Navy doesn't
have similar programs for these Re-
servists. Also, it's taught by true pro-
fessionals.

""Westover, in return, benefits from
additional manpower after their ini-
tial training. While the Reservists do
not patrol or are on the gates alone,
they do assist. A two person patrol is
a lot safer and more beneficial than a
single officer. In addition, as we
teach, we also learn. So, it's excellent,
training for us as well."
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Child’s verse helps pilot survive six years as POW

By Capt. Rick Dyer

"Little drops of water,
little grains of sand,

make a mighty ocean,
and a pleasant land."”

Gary Sigler learned that nursery
rhyme verse as a child. Years later, it
became a personal credo that helped
him to survive the horrors of the six
years that he spent in a North Viet-
namese prisoner of war camp.

Sigler, a former Air Force captain
who now resides in Chicopee, recent-
ly shared his experiences as a POW
with Wing officers during a meeting
of the Reserve Officer's Association.

"I don't consider myself to be an
extraordinary person,’’ he said. ''I
was just an ordinary guy caught up in
an unusual event."

Sigler, who works in the agent
training department of the Massachu-
setts Mutual Insurance Company in
Springfield, flew 92 combat missions
in RF4C aircraft over North Vietnam.

On his last one — a night mission to
destroy a railroad bridge in Hanoi —
his plane was destroyed by a surface-
to-air missile. The other officer flying
with him was killed and Sigler, suf-
fering from burns, was captured.

874 £

Former Air Force captai

n Gary Sigler (right) chats with Major Charlie Brown of

He spent his first year as POW in
solitary confinement at a prison
known as the '"Hanoi Hilton." His
cell was six feet long, and he was re-
leased from it for only 15 minutes
each day.

The story of Sigler's six years in
captivity is a tale of tap codes and tor-
ture. But it is also a tribute to the tri-
umph of the human spirit.

"I held a brown belt in judo, and
part of the philosophy of the sport re-
quires that you bow to your op-
ponent,”” Sigler told the Reservists.
""That is what I learned to do — bend
a little, but keep on resisting."

In order to help him survive the or-
deal, he developed an outlook on life
which he calls his "'grain of sand the-
ory."

')"I remembered the nursery rhyme
I learned as a kid about how oceans
and continents are built from grains
of sand and drops of water,'" he said.
""So I adopted it as my personal phil-
osophy, by doing something every
day, one step at a time, that would
help me to grow physically, emotion-
ally and spiritually."

To help him maintain his sanity,
Sigler said that he learned ''to live in-
side my head.”” He spent days solving

the 337th TAS during a recent meeting of the Reserve Officers Association. Both

men were prisoners of war at the ’Hanoi Hilton."”

(USAF phot by Capt. Phil Weber)

calculus problems, or designing a
house (which he subsequently con-
structed after his release).

""We would spend hours memoriz-
ing anything to keep our minds occu-
pied,”’ he stated. ''At one time, I had
memorized a list of the best restaur-
ants in every major city in the United
States, and I could recite the name,
and rank of every POW."

My personal belief is that some
Americans were kept behind
when the POWs were released,”
he stated. "’I'm doubtful however,
that any of them would be re-
turned alive now."”

Despite the fact that he was held
prisoner by the Communists and re-
ligious observances were prohibited,
Sigler said that he grew spiritually
while in prison. ""We somehow got
our hands on a Bible and we passed it
around,’’ he said.

"I read it two times, cover to cover,
and memorized innumerable Bible
passages. My belief in God definitely
sustained me."’

When Sigler was finally repatri-
ated, he was worried about how his
family, and particularly his daughter,
would react after the lengthy separa-
tion.

My daughter was only an infant
when I was captured, and I worried
about how she would accept me,'’ he
said. "'Fortunately, it worked out just
fine."”

Sigler left the Air Force after his re-
lease. He keeps in contact with form-
er POWs, and monitors the accounts
of the reported sightings of American
servicemen in Vietnam.

"My personal belief is that some
Americans were kept behind when
the POWs were released,’’ he stated.
"I'm doubtful, however, that any of
them would be returned alive now."

The former POW said that he fre-
quently draws upon his war experi-
ences in his daily life, particularly in
his job training insurance agents.

"I tell them about the grain and
sand theory,"" he said. I tell them that
if you do something every day to im-
prove yourself, you'll be better than
before."

ﬁ
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CCE = = =Continued from page 1

The Guard unit dispatched two CH-
54B skycrane helicopters to West-
over. The huge choppers airlifted the
cargo pallets from the drop zone and
the paratroopers were dropped suc-
cessfully.

Earlier in the exercise, the 439th
was thrown another ''curve’’ when
one of its C-130s blew an engine en-
route to Plattsburgh. Personnel from
the 439th Consolidated Aircraft
Maintenance Squadron's jet engine
shop replaced the engine under field
conditions with a spare that they had
brought with them.

"We had to use Plattsbrugh's
equipment, which wasn't geared for
C-130s,"" said MSgt. Tom Smith, jet
engine shop supervisor. Due to space
limitations, there is only so much
equipment that you can bring, so we
had to be flexible and use our ingenu-
ity," he added.

During the operations at Platts-
burgh 126 Reservists from the 439th's
Weapons System Security Flight,
maintenance squadron, information
systems squadron, aerial part squad-
ron and airlift control element cadre
combined to form an Airlift Control
Element.

Under the direction of Lt. Col.
Robert McMillan, The ALCE team es-
tablished a forward operating base
and provided the support services
necessary to conduct the C-130 opera-
tions.

Maj. Robert Martens, director of
operations for the 337th TAS, served
as commander of the aerial missions
in New York and at Westover.

In addition to the personnel and

In time for the landing of paratroopers from Ft. Devens, Mass. an Army National
Guard Skycrane airlifts cargo pallets from Westover's drop zone.

heavy equipment airdrops here, the
337th aircrews also conducted con-
tainer delivery systems drops at
Plattsburgh and flew over unfamiliar
routes on simulated combat missions.

Because the CCE scenario called for
the Reservists to deploy to a high
threat area, the aircrews and ALCE
members traveled to Plattsburgh in
chemical warfare ensembles, and
wore the protective gear while per-
forming their missions in New York.

While much of the activity took
place at Plattsburgh, Westover was
also a focal point of activity during
the CCE.

A mobility center was established
in a building near the flight line, and

(USAF photo by SSgt. Sandi Michon)

the Reservists departing for New
York streamed through processing
lines.

Along the flight line, mobility cargo
specialists scurried to load the wait-
ing C-130s.

Evaluators from the 914th TAG at
Niagara Falls IAP were on hand at
both locations to grade the Wing's
performance.

""A CCE is a learning process,'’ said
Col. Robert J. Winner, commander of
the 914th TAG. It helps us to view the
strong areas and the weak areas of a
unit's performance."’

"I believe that if the Wing had an
ORI next week, it would pass it with-
out a problem,"’ Colonel Winner said.

T e Y R . o P i e g R B, s e e Y ey T T
Navy admiral, Marine Corps general observe CCE

Westover Reservists were ''seeing
stars'’ during the November UTA.

Two members of the Reserve
Forces Policy Board, a Navy rear ad-
miral and a Marine Corps major gen-
eral, visited the base to observe the
Combat Capability Exercise (CCE).

Rear Adm. Donald G. Corrigan and
Maj. Gen. John ]J. Salesses, both Re-
servists, sit on the board which ad-
vises the secretary of defense on Re-

| serve matters. Part of their work is to
> observe the mobilization procedures

used in all branches of service, and

by the military services of allied
countries as well.

"We have seen a very efficient,
well-organized mobilization system
here at Westover," said General
Salesses. ''Communications, trans-
portation, administrative support —
all of these areas are excellent."”

Admiral Corrigan noted that Navy
mobilization is different from that of
the Air Force in that the civilian
sailors mobilized are mostly augmen-
tees, rather than selected Reservists.

Even greater are the differences be-

tween U.S. forces mobilization in the
NATO countries. ""For example, in
Turkey and Israel practically every-
body is in the Reserve until age 50. In
some other allied nations, active duty
forces bear a much greater share of
the total defense burden,’’ the admir-
al said.

In civilian life, General Salesses is
the assistant vice president for aca-
demic affairs at Rhode Island College
in Providence. Admiral Corrigan is
chairman and chief executive officer
of Slade's Ferry Trust Co., Somerset,
Mass.
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“Patriot People”

Name: DEE DONNELLY

Rank: Major

Age: 37

Address: 279 Redstone Hill Rd.

Bristol, Conn.

Unit: 74AES

Position: IOC Flying Training
Section

Civilian Occupation: Registered
nurse

Favorite Food: Mexican

Favorite Beverage: Chivas Regal

Favorite Sport: swimming

Favorite Hobby: travel

Ideal Vacation: round the world
cruise on the QEII

Best Way to Relax: reading

Preferred Entertainment: dinner
at gourmet restaurant

Favorite Music: classical

Favorite Book: anything by
Robert Ludlum

Favorite Color: teal blue

Favorite Car: Mercedes 450 SL

Pet Peeve: double standards

Best Thing About Westover: ter-
rific people at Westover

Worst Thing About Westover:
Consolidated Open Mess

NYC fire academy officials
tour base training facility

By TSgt. Tom Allocco

When New York City Fire Acade-
my officials wanted to see the latest
technology in fighting smoke they
turned to the Westover Fire Depart-
ment for help.

A common problem of fire training
is the black billowing smoke which
rises from fuel fire. Faced with the
problem of holding down smoke at
their academy on Randalls Island off
Manbhattan, the officials learned how
the base complies with strict Air
Force environmental standards.

The New York City fire chiefs and
other officials visited on Oct. 5 and
inspected the base's smoke abate-
ment system. Westover firefighters
demonstrated by igniting fuel at the
C-130 look-alike in the fire training
facility. The state-of-the-art smoke
abatement system showered the fire

with a very fine spray to clean the
smoke and keep it down.

The new system, completed in Feb-
ruary, represents the latest in tech-
nology, 'said Don Cloutier, Westover
assistant chief for training.

The seven New York City officials
said the Westover smoke abatement
system was the only one they found
during a tour of training sites from
the Exxon facility in New Jersey to
Texas A&M. They are gathering ideas
for a new fire training facility at the
academy.

The smoke abatement system is
part of the Westover fire training fa-
cility, one of only two in the Air
Force, which incorporates such inno-
vations as recycling of unspent fuel
and the ability to ignite any portion of
the mock-up aircraft.
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REENLISTMENTS

MSgt. David A. Gaboury
TSgt. Frank C. Agiato
TSgt. Donald E. Anderson
TSgt. Walter J. Bishop
TSgt. Robert W. Conrad
TSgt. Howard J. Garbarsky
TSgt. Greydon B. Held

SSgt. Peter J. Steeves
SSgt. Richard E. Stula
Sgt. Robert P. Blake
Sgt. Wayne A. Bushey
Sgt. Deborah A. Malek
Sgt. David R. Paine Jr.
SrA. Earl E. Dyer

ENLISTMENTS

SSgt. Robert T. Andry

SSgt. Richard Dean Boynton
SSgt. Adair E. Cusack

SSgt. Victor L. Lawrence

Sgt. Paul M. Berube
Sgt. William C. Kreps

TSgt. David B. Kelliher
TSgt. Marian G. Mathieu
TSgt. Gary R. Miller
TSgt. Thomas J. Roe III
TSgt. Paul T. Vandal

TSgt. Gregory J. Zakrewski

SSgt. Mary J. Adam

SSgt. William Archambeau

SSgt. David W. L. Bascom
SSgt. John H. Brames
SSgt. Robert F. Callery
SSgt. Brian K. Camara
SSgt. Lillian M. R. Cote
SSgt. Phillip J. Cronis
SSgt. Joseph J. Cullen Jr.
SSgt. Richard J. Cunniff
SSgt. Blair J. E. Davis
SSgt. George P. DeJesus
SSgt. Andrew J. Devault
SSgt. Daniel R. Munson
SSgt. Jeanne T. Murphy
SSgt. Kevin J. O'Connor
SSgt. Anthony M. Paris
SSgt. Vernon Peterson
SSgt. John J. Prechtl
SSgt. John J. Shannon Jr.
SSgt. John J. Simpson

SrA. Mark F. Hennessey
TSgt. Ronald Bevilacqua
TSgt. Daniel J. Early Jr.
TSgt. Walter J. Grogan Jr.
TSgt. Debra I. Nicholson
TSgt. Grath O. Parker Jr.
TSgt. Teresa M. Potter
TSgt. John P. Shlatz
TSgt. John A. Surette Jr.
TSgt. John J. Tavares
TSgt. David J. Valego
SSgt. Richard J. Charest
SSgt. Richard M. Curry
SSgt. James J. Farma
SSgt. Henry Grace

SSgt. Michael J. Groccia
SSgt. John A. Hoerner
SSgt. Debra J. Howard
SSgt. Gerald A. Maynard
SSgt. William O. McGhee
SSgt. Joseph J. Pandolfi
SSgt. Kathleen E. Silva
SSgt. Paul M. Soja

SSgt. James O. Beauregard
Sgt. Michael E. McGuire
Sgt. Keith W. McHaffie
SrA. Timothy W. Stanton

A1C. Lyn Ann Bradlee
A1C. Jane Marie Dumont
A1C. James W. Halsor
A1C. Deborah A. Rogalski

AB. James Mathew Quinlan

AB. Ken G. Roberts

TSgt. Maureen G. Haddock

Sgt. John T. Dean

Sgt. Edward S. Lee

Sgt. Russel S. Shaw ]Jr.
A1C. Maxine G. L. Smith
AB. Sean Emmons Riddell
AB. Drew J. Smith

~

SSgt. Peter Thomas Morgenstern
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More than 200 attend 11th annual Dmmg Out

More than 200 Wing members and
their guests attended the 11th annual
439th TAW NCO/Airman Dining Out
at Westover's Consolidated Open
Mess on Oct. 26.

The theme of the formal military
dinner was ''"Westover — The New
Beginning'’, referring to the future
conversion of the 439th's aircraft in-
ventory to C-5 Galaxies.

Among the highlights of the eve-
ning were the presentation of awards
to the units outstanding NCOs and
enlisted members, and an address by
retired Brig. Gen. Billy Knowles,
former Wing commander.

MSgt. Roy R. Brousseau, 439th
WSSF squad leader and training
NCO, was honored as the senior
NCO of the year. He earned the dis-
tinction for developing a superior
training program for his unit. His sec-
tion received zero write-ups during
the unit's latest Management Effec-
tiveness Inspection, the first time
ever in the Reserve Security Police
field.

TSgt. Richard A. Ricci, 74th AES
Medical Plans Section NCOIC was se-
lected the 439th's NCO of the Year.
He was responsible for his squad-
ron's readiness program and played
an important role in his unit's high
rating in its most recent Health Serv-
ices Management Inspection.

SrA. Donna F. Hunter, 439th Tac-
tical Hospital X-Ray Technician was
named Airman of the Year. The Act-
ing NCOIC of radiology, was given
that position despite having no prior
experience. She quickly proved, how-
ever, she could run the section and
has helped her unit operate with pro-
fessional standards. Her commander
cites her for consistent can-do atti-
tude, unyielding team spirit and for
being an outstanding example for
young airmen.

The Wing's Education Services Of-
fice was named the work center of
the year. With the efforts of the office
staff, 32 percent of the entire 439th
enlisted force is now enrolled in
Community College of the Air Force
courses. Since 1980, the office has
produced more CCAF graduates
every year than all other units in the
Air National Guard and AFRES com-

" bined.

Following the awards program,

MSgt Faith Longfleld 439th CSG career advisor and CMSgt. Eugene Longfleld
chief of wing training, applaud Ret. Brig. Gen. Billy Knowles' address, praising
the professionalism of the Reserve at the 11th Annual 439th TAW NCO/Airman

Dining Out.

General Knowles, who is now direc-
tor of operational plans at AFRES
Headquarters, directed most of his
remarks to the high level of profes-
sionalism and status that Reserve
forces have attained over the years.

"The Air Force's elite corps are the
Reservists of MAC, SAC and TAC,"
said the General.

Other head table guests included
Brig. Gen. Jack P. Ferguson, Wing
commander and Mrs. Ferguson; Col.
Louis Paskevicz, vice commander
and Mrs. Paskevicz; Lt. Col. James
Handy, base commander and Mrs.
Handy; CMSgt. Eugene Longfield,
Wing training chief and MSgt. Faith

(USAF photo by TSgt. Howard Garbarsky)

Longfield.

MSgt. Longfield, 439th career ad-
visor, was President of the Mess
while TSgt. Timothy Murphy, of the
430th Law Enforcement office was
Mr. Vice and TSgt. George Hoagland
of the 439th WSSF was master at
arms.

MSgt. Marshall Hathaway of the
Dining Out committee said, ''Despite
various logistical problems which
plaqued the committee's progress
from April until the very last minute,
the event was an unqualified suc-
cess.”

Music for dancing was provided by
Burt Mason and his band.

TSgt. Peter Jensen, Base Operations and SrA. Christina Walas, 74th ES were

among those attending the Dining Out.

(USAF photo by TSgt. Howard Garbarsky)




Annual Turkey Trot Race draws 24 contestants

By SSgt. Glenn Bogart

Gray skies and damp, chilly
weather could not curb enthusiasm
as 24 runners set out to win West-
over's annual Turkey Trot.

The children's divisions boasted a
field of ten in their 1.5 mile race.
Overall winner was James Shapiro,
11, who ran the course in eleven min-
utes, 25 seconds. First place in the
age eight-to-twelve division went to
45 1b. Todd Sweryda, eight. Richard
Calkins, 13, won the age 13-to-16 di-
vision.

Overall winner in the men's divi-
sions was TSgt. Celio Hernandez, to
no one's surprise, Celio, who finished
the five-mile run in 28-minutes, 37
seconds, is well known as the pre-
mier runner in the Westover commu-
nity. The win was his fifth straight.

Other men's division winners were
Thomas Calkins, 32-39, Maj. David
Barnard, 40-47; MSgt. Frank Swery-
da, 48-54; and Chief Warrant Officer
Ted Buckhout, 48-54.

Winning her first three-mile race
was Emiko Rinaldi, who expressed
some surprise at being the only wom-
an to enter the Turkey Trot. "'I'm sur-
prised I made it,"" she said, ''since
I've never tried to run three miles be-
fore."” Mrs. Rinaldi's husband Robert
and daughter Maria, age eight, also
competed.

Children's winner James Shapiro,
who attends the South Hadley Middle
School, won in last year's 8-12 divi-
sion. The youngster, who also plays
football and baseball, said he defi-
nitely plans to enter next year's Trot.
When asked at what point he knew
he would win the race, his logical re-
sponse was, ''When I got in front of
everybody."

Pint-sized Todd Sweryda, the 8-12
children's winner, said that this was
his first competition. He learned of
the race from his grandfather, Frank
Sweryda, the men's 48-54 winner.
Todd, who attends the Main Street
School in Monson, likes football and
soccer and said he may be back for
next year's Turkey Trot.

Veteran runner Ted Buckhout, 58,
not only won his age division, but
came in second overall among the
men. Buckhout, a Marine Corps Re-
serve warrant officer, is a retired ve-
hicle maintenance superintendent
from Westover. He said that this is
the first year since 1976 that he has

At the start of the men’s competition of Westover's annual Turkey Trot, age
group winners CWO Ted Buckhout (269) and MSgt. Tom Calkins (256) take the
early lead as overall winner TSgt. Celio Hernandez (255) finds a comfortable

pace.

not run in the Marine Corps Mara-
thon, and that in recent years the
Turkey Trot competition has been
held at the same time as the Mara-
thon, preventing him from competing
here. Buckhout said that in his nine
years of running competitions, his
proudest moment was in 1979, when

(USAF photo by Capt. Philip Weber)

all five of his sons ran with him in the
Marathon.

"'Tjust couldn't make it to the Mara-
thon this year,’ Buckhout said, ''but
the Turkey Trot is a lot of fun, too.
My only regret is that I didn't bring
my glasses so I could keep Celio (Her-
napdez) in sight.”

AAFES setting up for credit cards

Shoppers will soon be able to use
credit cards in Military Exchange
Stores, according to Army and Air
Force Exchange Service officials.

According to an AAFES spokes-
man, stateside exchanges are ex-
pected to start accepting credit cards

before Christmas. Credit Card use at
overseas stores will be at a later date.
After soliciting bids from several
credit card companies to find out
which offers the best rate. AAFES of-
ficials selected both Master Charge
and Visa to be used in the stores.
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